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I.—Forziex Poxitics. 


RETERRING to the supply of Doctors in Persia as suggested by the 
| 5 correspondent of the Indian Daily Telegraph, the 
Porsia needs a supply of Doctors. Nfνα a [Calcutta] of the 22nd January. says that 
Lord Curzon will not allow this opportunity to slip, because His er 
knows full well that England acquired Calcutta, the capital of the Britis 
Indian Empire, by the good services of an English Doctor. 9 
2. The same paper is anxious to see what sort of courage England, 
sue which is always wageing her tail, shows in connec- 
The North Sea outrage enquiry. tion with the North,Sea outrage enquiry. What 
dhe will do in the matter is however known to everyone, but she must keep 
up appearances to save her reputation in this foolish affair. | , 
3. The same paper has the following :— 8 
It is gratifying to see that Lord Curzon has 
not shown any extravagance in receiving Sardar 
Inayetulla Khan. But His Excellency has made 
up for that deficiency by presents made to the Sardar. It has not been heard 
that the ruler of Afghanistan has ever given any presents to the envoys sent 
by the English to Kabul. A sum of Rs. 30,000 was offered by the late 
Amir to Sir Mortimer Durand, who declined it with thanks. The Amir has 
also sent rich presents to Lord Curzon, but they belonged to the Amir’s 
wardrobe. So Lord Curzon and the Sardar have made a new departure from 
the previous custom. But His Excellency has made that present at the 
expense of others. But where would be the glory if, being a Viceroy, one 
had to spend from his own pocket, and what the profit too? 
4. What debt does India owe to Afghanistan, asks the Hitavadi [Calcutta | 


Lord Curzon’s presents to the 
Afghan Prince. 


Sardar Inayetulla’s visit to India. such large expenses in reception, presents, &o., 


on the occasion of Sardar Inayetulla's visit to this country? Afghanistan 
has given the British Government more trouble than any other power in 


Hrravanrd, 


Jan. 22nd, 1905. 


' Hifavarra, 


Hrrav,Rr, 


HitavaDl, 


of the 27th January, that Lord Curzon has made ben. 27th, 1908. 


Asia. And yet why are the authorities so anxious to please the Afghans? f 


nglish, who are a valiant race, know how to honour 
courage and valour in others. 
5. The Rainakar [ Asansol} of the 28th January writes as follows: — 
Sardar Tnayetulla’s visit to Indie. ment now looks on Afghanistan with a suspicious 
eye and that it was with the object of maintaining peaceful relations with 
her that Lord Curzon made such large presents to Sardar Inayetulla and his. 
followers in India. It is, in fact, a matter fur consideration whether Lord 
Curzon’s conduct towards these Afghan visitors was guided by sheer policy 
or generosity. . 
6. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] 8 the 27th January writes 5 a — — 
i eee aptain Rawling’s geographical discoveries 
nnn have filled the heats of s of our Anglo-Indian 
contemporaries with joy. But has it been just to saddle India with the cost 
of the Tibet Mission for the sake of these discoveries only? As for the 
Uhassa Treaty, everybody now knows what it is worth. The Mission has 
sown the seed of quarrel in the northern frontier in India, where there were 
peace and security before, , | 
7. The same paper writes as follows: 


: ies China has at last come to understand how the 
China and the f ‘ . Ww We 
vee ee N European Powers, confident of their martial 
superiority, usurp the sovereignty of weak Eastern potentates under the 
| pretext of extending Western civilisation, science and trade. The Chinese 


RaTNaKAR, 


Many people think that the British Govern- Jen. 2th, 1906. 


Hrravaht, 
Jan, 27th, 1905. 


Hrrava pl. 


Government is now showing an unwillingness to give the Western capitalist 


Permission to construct railroads in their country. 


We in India know full well what the possession of the railroads and the 


trade of a country by aliens means ¢o its people. India is surrounded by a 
de work of railways managed by foreign capitalists. But what good has 

8 done to poor Indians ? They are entirely dependent on the public 
service and the produce of their land for their livelihood, Lakhs of people 


e Aar 
5 . * ; * <i 2 2 = tae 3 * ais 8 ep ey Se 5 
* — N 4 J 7 . 4 3 ae 5 yp eae 
ö 8 1 W 18 ** ~ eT 8 2 oe 7 ant wha : * * 2 es we pes 
> . N ie Pale n e * n a 2 oN ae ae SS . * * 
8 : ; st. : N . * 8 gh at . — . — . 1 5 
; : 1 4 8 J ‘ . 2 . . 
1 . , a — n en ee ROR, eens . 1 . ; 
‘on 5 ae, a od > > eee 4 b = mg eth Ae appa Me: ay a 
dhs . © 1 a eed “ ~ . A 
Lanka ae ot a = sates P — * n 
. 2 88 — —B a _\ 7) oe eee eng 8 110 
* * N , ee ne N ‘ ~ Yan 2 in caves — sie „ geo . 2 2 eS be a Sa 8 Tete n 22 
* eS 2 got J ᷣ ⁵⁵̃⁵̃ ᷣ᷑ͥü. Seis ³˙·ꝛ A ĩ⅛ eld n n * : 1 8 8 - 
- 3 POPU . RE TS ae JJ ö ** 
wn es Se 2 : 8 N 8 8 oe. 


(  ) 


i of starvation in every year of bad harvest in India. Has this state of 
23 a — any — — The Chinese Government has there. 
fore done wisely to refrain from entering into relations with foreigners. If 
a country is rich in mineral and other resources, her sons may in time utilise 
them to promote her prosperity ina d which it is impossible to attain 
with the help of foreigners. Besides this, is it desirable that a country should 
ever remain dependent on foreigners 7 We hope the ‘Chinese Government 
will henceforth work r y for the prosperity of Chins. 

8. The Sandhya {Calcutta} of the 28th January has the following :— 
The Pekin correspondent of the Times has 

— General begun again to blame General Stoessel. The 
' English papers are always finding fault with 
Russia. The fact is, they only want a handle. We do not wish to praise 
Russia. But dispraise of ia by the English is apt to remind us of the 
story of the sieve and the needle. Considering the disgraceful exhibition they 
eo of themselves in the Boer war, silence would have been more becoming 
on their part. It is difficult to say how they can be shameless enough to 
blame General Stoessel. Probably they are without all sense of shame. 


. Al Pench (Bankipore] of the 28th January says that the imputation 
3 alleged attitude AA me journal — — = to 
‘ En that she is looking for an opportuni 

pipet cae a over the suzeralnty a the whole of Arab to 
the Khedive, so that the Sultans of the Ottoman dynasty may be deprived of 
the right of supreme control over the spiritual affairs of the Musalmans, 

is totally baseless. a 
Hrravanta, 10. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the 20th January says that the Mad 
Fam. 20th, 1008. Mullah has after all gained the day. The fire- 
ree ee ee eaters of England have not only given up the 
idea of expelling him from his country, but have no objection even to acknow- 

ledge him as an independent sovereign. | 


Dar Haan, 11. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Ist February says a 


Feb. let, 1906. The Tibetan blue-book shows how anxious 
Lord Ozon and the Tibet Lord Curzon was to extend British supremacy over 
* Tibet. he arguments by which His Excellency 
seeks to justify his conduct in disregarding the instructions of the Home 
Government are astounding. It is because he possesses immense influence in 
England that he has been reappointed Viceroy of India after this incident. 
Any other Viceroy would surely have been punished for this impudence. 


Why is Lord Curzon so desirous of conquering Tibet? Is his desire to become 
Earl of Lbassa so keen? 


Sanur, 12. The Sanahya [Calcutta of the Ist February has the following :— 


reb. zat, 1905, Lord Curzon is not a straightforward man. 
Lord Curzon and the Tibet 


. * He is a man of deep designs and he acts in a secret 
manner. , 


There are certain people whose temperament is euch that they cannot 
help doing something new. Lord Curzon’s hands in this way are always 
itching to do something. The disgraceful exhibition he has made of himself 
in his treatment of purely Indian questions is already a matter of notoriety. 
We do not wish to rake up those old stories again. But he has been unmasked 
at last by the publication of the Tibetan blue-book. 


For the blood which was shed in connection with the Tibet Mission, Lord 


Curzon was directly responsible. The acquiescence of the British Cabinet was 
obtainel by false pretences. What business had Lord Curzon to trouble bis 
head about sending troops to Tibet? It was simply the wish to be a great 
personage. Alexander conquered the world by the sword. Our Viceroy wished 
to wear the laurel crown of the conqueror on his brow simply by wielding 
the pen. All of a sudden the Russian bogey takes hold of his 


d. 
What justification was there for fear of Russia? With a 
of Russia he could not play his own 1 


d if h is 
game he could not make a name for 2 an e could not play his own 


fk. And what was the remed 
. by him to meet this fancied danger from Russia? To N the 
imalayas and occupy a slice of Tibet on the other side, and then Russia __ 


( % ) 
d be quite undone. The English Cabinet were sending repeated instruc- 
~ phar tk a0 that they had no right to annex even an inch of Tibetan territo 
But our Viceroy would pay no heed to such instructions. But as he could n 
directly disregard them he hed to resort to trick. a ae 
As if the wrong already done them by the invasion of their country 
not enough, the Tibetans were further to be made to pay of thi 
invasion. The costs were not a very large 


Valley 


hich an agreement was ’ 
now came the m from the Ministry that the occu 


the Chum 


intained 


agreeing. But Russia took offence at the turn. that things were taking, 
— was seriously angry, and China refused to ratify the agreement. 
This placed the Ministry in England in a dilemma. ‘They accordingly 
published the official papers, clearing themselves of all responsibility an 
throwing all the blame on the Government of India, If it had been any other 
Viceroy he would have been dismissed, but our present Viceroy is a big and 
very capable man—in fact, the one hope of England. Any and every offence 
of which such a man may be guilty must be condoned. The ment will soon 
be subjected to revision in consultation with the Chinese Commissioner who 
is coming out to India for the p Our Viceroy finds himself discredited 
and we are afraid that he 3 himself for his present humiliating 
position on us poor Indians. N 


II. —Hous ADMINISTRATION. 


(a — Police. 


13. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th January says that on the 
Barrison Road, Burra Bazar, and at the Sealdah 
sn Io Heute tables taking bribes and Howrah railway stations police constables 
openly take bribes from shop-keepers and pedlars, 
while hundreds of vendors are allowed to open their shops on the footpaths 
of the Harrison Road. It is not an infrequent sight to see a police constable 
chasing u poor pedlar for obstructing the thoroughfare. This strange conduct 
on the part of the constable is easily So gg nage Police authorities can easily. 
learn all these if they take a little trouble in visiting incognito the crowded 
arts of the metropolis. It was while walling incognito at night that 
r. Corbett, the District Superintendent of Police, Tippera, recently caught a 
constable bg to realise blackmail from a poor khalast. 
14. The Atiavaria [Calcutta] of the 22nd January complains against the 
Complaints agaicst the chanki- Chaukidars of Kurhani who, with a single exception, 
dars of Kurhani in Musafiarpur. totally neglect their duties. | | 
15. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 24th Jan complains 
that the lawlessness in North Tangail and Routh, 


Crime in Tangail and Jamalpur. 


occurring in all parts of this area, but the offenders all go undetected. The 
latest case of dacoity is reported from Bangi Bangali village. The house 
attacked belonged to one Boistab Charan Nath. The dacoits invaded the house 
at dead of night and made away with property (both cash and ornaments) 
valued at about Rs. 1,200 or 1,300. They were armed with Jathies, ramdas an 

other sharp weapons. Two only of the gang have since been arrested by the 
local police, on identification by the son of the owner of the house.. But no 


Jamalpur still remains unsuppressed. Dacoities are 


rtion of the property stolen has yet been traceu. ony 


Daur HiTaVadl, 
Jan, 20th, 1905, 


HITavaRTa, 
Jan. 22nd, 1905. 


CHaRU MINIB, 
Jan. 24th, 1906. 
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: sother similar case of undetected dacoity is reported as having o ä 
in ait cae of Pous last in the house of one Kirti Narain De, of Ujanpara, 
mae frequent repetition of these dacoities has alarmed the local public, 
Tlie dacoits boldly. enter populous villages to commit their deeds of crime. 
The -villagers, being unarmed, can offer no successful resistance. N. or is it 
very easy for the police or the chaukidars to arrest these armed dacoits: A 
relaxation of the severity of the Arms Act seems to be the only way out of 

difficulty. ace e Gli 
89 It is — that a strict eye should be kept by the police on the 
movements of the gangs of local lathials and their leaders. The names of many 
of the latter must necessarily be known tothe police. These gangs are many of 
them in ‘the service of locally influential men, and that 1s one reason why it is 
very difficult to procure evidence against them sufficient to ensure - their 
conviction by a Court. ä 


Boapwan SAML, 16. The Burdwan Sanfivani [Burdwan] of the 24th January notices & Case 
Jan, 24th, 1905, ae of dacoity in village Komarpara, under the juris- 
Despite So Daan. diction of the Memari outpost in Burdwan. About 


the end of the month of Pous last, the house of one Shumbhu Chandra Roy was 
attacked by a gang of ten or twelve dacoits and property worth Rs. 3,000 
stolen. The police have not yet succeeded in tracing the culprits. _ : 
A secoud similar case is reported from village Behlut, about a mile east of 
Komarpara village mentioned above. The victim in this case was Ananda 
Jugi, who, besides property of the value of about Rs, 15,000, lost his life as 
the result of wounds he received in the course of a scuffle with the dacoits. 
The scene of this outrage has been visited by the District Superintendent of 
Police in person, but the guilty parties are still at large. | 
SWADBSL. 17. The Swadesi [Barisal] of the 24th January complains that gambling 
Jen. 2th, 1906. oak is freely indulged in at the fair (méa) at Bhola, 
Gambias ato wile. and that the major portion of the expenses of this 
méla comes from the proceeds of such gambling. on 
Kasiror Navast, 18. The Kasipur Nivasi [ Barisal] of the 25th January writes :— : 
Jan. 25th, 1906. Babu Kailas Chandra Putatunda reports from 
Kin” f undetested theft in Rayghat a daring theft committed in the house of 
Babu Ramlal Bose, of Khajindanga village, thana 
Morellganj, district Khulna. Property of the value of about five thousand 
rupees was stolen from an iron chest. ‘The occurrence took place in the month 
of Pous last, but the police have not yet succeeded in tracing the guilty 
parties. ane 
Kavimavast, 19. The Khulnavast {Khulna} of the 28th January writes :— . 
Jan, 28th, 1905. We hear that a person of the nane of Jachhim 
„ing. in Thune Sardar living in village Alipur in Satkhira has 
2 leagued himself with certain bad characters and 
is committing great oppression on the village public. This Jachhim has been 
already in prison three or four times. The offences alleged against him at 
various times include manufacturing counterfeit coin, theft, rioting, ete. He 
is a terror to the village, and we appeal to the authorities for redress. 
Hrrarat, 20. The Hitavadi ae of the 27th a owl says that Government 
Jan. 27th, 1905. . is making a secret of the proceedings of Mr. Savage, 
* ret Commissioner. the Panchayet ee pat the proposal 
of re village unions, the authorities have not deemed it necessary to let 
the public know what steps they intend to take in the matter. Sir Andrew 
Fraser is fond of doing everything en camera. The other day there was held 
an Agricultural Conference at Pusa. But its proceedings have been kept 
in secret. It is inconceivable why His Honour makes secrets of measures 
intended to do good to the public. | 
Baaavaty, 21. The Bangavasi (Cal outta] of the 28th J anuary publishes the follow- 
Jom, na 1008. 1 ing from a correspondent :— 

. Duless adequate arrangements are made for 
remunerating the panchayets under the new system, neither the Government 
nor the village public will get the right kind of work out of them. We do not 
yet know w iat arrangements Government contemplate making in this direc- 
tion. But it is stated that under the new system, the panchayet will find his 


w ) 


( 
dignity and prestige enhanced. He 


daroga, #0 that, not to speak .of constable and head-constable, even the Sub- 
Inspector of Police will not be able in future to look upon the President of the 
Panchayet Committee as an inferior, whom he can treat disrespe It is 


said that he will also henceforth be accorded the honour of a even in the 
resence of the District Magistrate. All this is welcome news, There are, 
owever, many educated men, who possess the confidence of their follow- 
villagers and are indeed suited in every respect for the office of panchayet, but 
- who are too to serve for the sake of the honour of the office alone. Such 
men should be attracted by the offer of suitable pay. Otherwise the required 
kind of candidates will not be forthcoming in all cases. There is even the risk 
of an undesirable class of men coming into prominence, the men who are 
uneducated and unsocial, the men who lead vicious lives and are without any 
occupation. In connection with panchayet reform the villagers are being trea 
to a very pleasing sight at the present moment. The District Magistrate 
was hitherto quite inaccessible to the ordinary public, is now 1 
about the villages, making the acquaintance of individual villagers, an 


auspicious contact of the governing with the governed. ‘ | 

The introduction of the new system will mean the curbing of the influen 
of the police in various directions. They will not in future be able to terrorise 
the villagers and extort a supply of provisions from them. So, is it not to be 
expected that the police will resist these changes? Many are curious to know 
the nature of the opinions which are being exchanged on this topic between the 
District Magistrate and the District Superintendent of Police. We know when 
the Lieutenant-Governor himself is in favour of the proposed reform, any 
opposition that the police may offer will be disregarded, and we refer to this 
point simply that it may receive the consideration it deserves. 


22. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 29th January 
writes :— | | 
E aus of the panchayet The rules about the respective duties and 


powers of the various members of the elected 
panchayets of unions constituted under the new system appear to be defective in 
certain respects in our eyes. These rules provide that, in addition to the five 
panchayets, a separate secretary might be appointed on commission to collect the 
chaukidari-tax. One of these five panchayets should be selected to supervise the 
working of this secretary, and this panchayet will be responsible for duly deposit- 
ing the proceeds of the tax in instalments with the President. But for default 
of any of these instalments the President will be held responsible. He will have 
tomake up the deficit from his own pocket, otherwise his moveable property will 
be liable to be auctioned for it. For this money, the President alone is respon- 
sible, or at least if anybody else is responsible the rules do not make the fact 
— Now in this connection we desire to raise the following points for 

uiry:— 


(ij Who will have the custody of the sums collected by the secretary as 


8 tax— the secretary himself, or the panchayet or the 
resident „ 
(2) If it is intended that the tax shall be collected by the secretary but 
deposited with the President, shall these deposits be made from 
day to day, or at recurring intervals of a week, or a fortnight 

or a month? | se F 
(3) If a secretary extorts more than the legitimate demand from any 
e by. which coch Nada ge om hie past "many 

any means by which su udulent ices on his part ma 
de detected? sige eaten 
(4) If the secretary embezzles any part of the proceeds of the tax, who 
is to be held responsible? Even if it appears from written 
evidence that the secretary. is guilty, the rules as they exist, 
esident responsible. This surely is 


nde ed te hoover e 
) The President o permitted the honour of a chair in the presence 
> Of high officials, but why are bis four colleagues deprived of a 


tho same social status. 


is to: be of the same rank s tlie Police 


freely 
to know of their real condition at first-hand. How very pleasing must be this 


honor? They are all five expected to be mon of about 


Dacoa PRAKEAS, 
Jan. 29th, 1906. 
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ffer no guidance as to the exact » where the five 
* — A2 — niet for the transaction of business. The selec- 
tion of the house of the President for this will in m 
cases be ed as an affront by the other members. It is 
desirable therefore that some public place be fixed for’ this 


(7) It is intended to arm selected Presidents of the panchayets with 
magisterial powers. It would in our opinion lessen all chances 
of injustice, if the powers instead of being entrusted to indivi- 
duals were given to the collective body of panchayets as a 1 

0 Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the Ist February says that 

cal eee K Mr. — dan of chaukidari reform seems to be 

The proposed chaukidari very good for the public. People should now 
8 come forward with what they have to say on the 
subject and thus help the authorities in the matter. 


| (6)—— Working of the Courts. 
24. The Pratinidhi [ Comilla] of the 18th January publishes tne follow- 


ing communicated article in its English columns :— 
Ag usual”—remarks Mr. Brown, our District 
and Sessions Judge, in commenting upon the judgment of Mr. Mehta in the case 
of Abbas Sayal and others, appellants, versus Aminaddi Patari, respondent— 
‘¢ ag usual, Mr. Mehta has made a mess of law and procedure in this case.” The 
italics are ours. We cannot conceive a remark more damaging than this. The 
remark is a very short one, but it unmistakeably shows what alow opinion is 
entertained by the Sessions Judge about Mr. Mehta asa judicial officer. The 
Sessions Judge is assuredly the most competent authority to make such a 
pronouncement ; and his opinion obviously is not the result of isolated instances 
of miscarriages of justice, but of a systematic course of judicial blunders on the 
part of Mr. Mehta. Nor is the remark itself an isolated one. I have quoted 
this particular remark as it is the latest. We have reasons to believe that the 
District Magistrate holds not a more favourable opinion about him. But, 
Mr, Editor, your readers will be in a better position to appreciate the remark 
quoted above if they will consider it in the light of the account given below. 
He comes to court at 11 A. u., receives petitions and disposes of other sundry 
office matters which ordinarily occupy him about half an hour. And then in 
quick step he goes back to his bungalow to take respite necessitated by the 
arduous and hard work of a long half hour. Then he enjoys himself for three 
or four short hours during which period all court work remains suspended. But 
Mr. Mehta is all-dutiful, for who can deny that he condescends as a rule to come 
down again to the bumdrum court-house and reconciles himself again to the 
disagreeable atmosphere of the las room at three or four and sometimes at 
half past four? Can his worst detractors deny that it requires extraordinary 
energy and superhuman patience on the part of Mr. Mehta to set to work at an 
hour when his brother officers all over the country return home for rest after 
the day’s work? You will be doing him great injustice if you think that 
this method of attending court is accidental on any particular day or days. 
For I am bound in all fairness to admit that there is a method in the matter of 
his observing the court hours and that he follows this practice from year’s end 
to years end with almost religious bigotry. But to speak seriously, this 
arrangement is highly inconvenient and harassing to a degree to all concerned— 
rties, witnesses, mukhtars, amlas. Mr. Mehta comes late, finds that art is 
ong and time is fleeting, seeks to make short cut of all work, does not and can- 
not record evidence properly, does not give proper facilities to pleaders and 
mukhtars in conducting their cases, does not and cannot devote as much 
attention and time to case work as he should, gets irritated, makes an exhibition 
of his temper, cannot maintain his judicial temper, falls foul of the pleaders, 
mukhtars, amlas, parties and witnesses indiscriminately and in season and out 
he righ and being unable to cope with the work (light as the subdivision is) 
to order adjournment in cases in which the parties are ready with their 


4% Vagaries of a Magistrate.“ 


witnesses, pressure to bear upon them to compromise and in su 
tary trials persuades the accused to abide and in supplemen- 
pons absence and in the event pe 1 by the evi ence of witnesses e 


by the party concerned to do s0, 
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enhances the amount of bail previously ordered by himeelf to an enormous 
extent and throws all possible obstacles in the way of the accused being 
released on bail—too numerous, indeed, are the vagaries to permit an exhaustive 
enumeration in a single letter.. 55 
25. The Oharu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 24th gongs! complains that 
as Babu Banku Bihary Dutt, the Deputy Magistrate 
Allegations sgainsta Deputy jn charge of the Tangail subdivision, is making 
er | himself a ea by his offensive manners, as is 
shown by the following instance. Monohar Chatterji, ez-tax-daroga of the 
Tangail Municipality, was recently being tried in Banku Babu’s court under 
section 409, Indian Penal Code. One of the witnesses for the defence was 
Babu Ram Kumar Bose, a near connection of the deceased zamindar Jahnavi 
Chowdhurani, and an officer of the six-anna estate. Being an old man, and 
therefore afraid of exposure to the extreme cold which prevailed at that time, 
Ram Babu put in a written application praying that his deposition might be 
taken early in the day, so that he might then be free to go home. The Deputy 
Babu, it is alleged, seeing the old man’s eagerness to be gone early, purposely 
delayed his examination till the evening. After the oaths had been duly 
administered, the Deputy in a bantering tone asked Ram Kumar Babu, Do 
you understand now?’ Ram Kumar Babu replied, ‘‘ Perfectly well.” At this 
the Deputy completely lost his temper, threatened the witness with prosecution 


Cuaru Mumm, 
Jan. 24th, 1906. 


for contempt of court, and disrespectfully addressed him as yfq. In 


another instance the Deputy Babu’s treatment of Babu Sripati Chatterji, 
Peshkar, an old and tried servant, was far from proper or courteous, It is 
alleged that in the course of a wrangle, the Deputy addressed his Peshkar in 


the following terms: vf aula ets SRI ats.” (Leave this place.) 


26. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [OCaloutta] of the 27th January says 
that a certain Munsif of Alipore is in the habit of 
striking off as many cases in his file as he can. His 
| dodbrders on many of these dismissed cases are written 
in such a manner as to imply that they have been dismissed for want of evidence. 


A Munsif of Alipore in the 
24-Parganas. 


This trick serves the Munsif a double art and 00) It serves to increase the 


number of contested suits heard in his Court, and + it makes it easy for him 
to reject applications for retrial. Whenever the Munsif sees that there is a large 
number of witnesses called by both parties to a suit, he requests them to 
compromise it outofCourt. And woe to the witnesses of the party which refuses 
to compromise. They are sure to be rebuked by the Court at every turn and 
their demeanour will be characterised in the judgment as anything but 
satisfactory.“ 

27. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 22nd January asks whether the 
punishments recently inflicted on Sadhus (religious 
mendicants) by the Court in Rangoon were not 
unjust. 
28. The Barisal Hitaishi ’ Barisal} of the 25th January says that since there 
The Additional Judge of Barisal. has been a large fall in the number of civil suits at 


an Additional Judge there. 
29. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 25th January notices with 
Sites tea ae | ap sore the action of Mr. J. H. ** ~ Collector 
lector of Minze r ok Midnapore, in consenting to put off the auctioni 
ee 2 of the aah of such * lars in that district as 
are in arrears of Governmert revenue, even for three or four successive instal- 
ments, in consideration of the general distress which has resulted locally owing 
to the Ya Mego of the rainfall for some seasons past. 
30. he Pabna Hitaishi [Pabna] of the 25th January publishes certain 
— Complaints in connection with the notices which are 
office In Pekan te Road-cess said to have been recently issued by the local Road- 
Pats cess office calling upon all persons assessed to the 
cess to file a returnin a prescribed form within a specified period. It is pointed 
out in the first place that the notices are not in all cases served upon the proper 
addressees, being often left on the premises of any third party. In the secoud 
place, the forms of returns sent from the mu l are not considered to be filed 


The conviction of Sadhus in 
Rangoon. 


Barisal there is no longer any necessity for keeping 


Hrravabr, 
Jan. 27th, 1905. 


Hrravanra, 
Jan, 22nd, 1905, 


BaRISaL H Trails 1, 
Jan. 26th, 1905. 


Mbit Baunzav, 
Jan. 25th 1905. 


Pasna Hrraum, 
Jan. Weh, 1905. 
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to contain errors. But-neither are such forms returned for 
ms Gag are 1 5 1 suggested that to avoid all such difficulties, ‘these. notices 
might in future be transmitted by registered post, accompanied with à copy of 
printed rules showing the proper way to fill up the forms. Under the existing 
system, the cess-payers, in the absence of an such rules to guide them, are 
compelled to resort to the office in person to set their doubts and difficulties, 
Finally, it is pointed out that the peons who are sent out to serve these 
notices are extremely ignorant and, besides, are not in receipt of any regular 
pay. They naturally therefore discharge their duties perfunctorily. xy. 
Bantsal Hmm, 31. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 25th January says that 
Jan. 26th, 1906. the Judge of Barisal refuses to pay more than Re. 1 
Diet-morey of jurors end ssses- gs travelling and diet- money to any juror or 
8 assessor. e 
KHULNA, 39 The Khulna [Khulna] of the 26th January says that on the én 
Jan, 26th, 1905. . : iden, the first working day after the New Year's 
The subdivisional Criminal Day vacation, the subdivisional Criminal Court 
a Satkhira in the Khulna district was practically 
closed, because neither the Subdivisional Officer 
nor the Sub-Deputy Magistrate nor the Head-Clerk of the Court attended it 
on that day. Great were the inconvenience and hardship caused by this to 
litigants and other people who had pressing business in the Court after a 
long vacation, Those holders of fire-arms whose licenses expired on the 3lst 
December 1904, and who wished to apply for renewal of licenses ou the Ard 
January, have been put to great trouble, because they are liable to be criminally 
prosecuted for the delay which the absence of the hakims from the Court has 
occasioned. The authorities should institute a sifting enquiry into the matter. 
| a. oe 83. Referring to the recent resolution of the Calcutta High Court to 
N send two of its Judges to the mufassal for looking 
High Court . of he Colette into the working of the lower Courts, the Hindi 
Bangavasi {Caloatia} of the 30th January says 
that it has inspired many people with hopes that it will afford an oppistuitty 
to many litigants to approach these high officials where necessary. 


* 


(d) - Aduca tion. 
MaNBHUM, 


3 34. The Manbhum [Purulia] of the 24th January complains of the 


ee prevalence of party feeling in the management of 
ahe n ails ee. the local zilla school, and solicits the interference 

of the divisional Inspector of Schools in this connection. 
35. A correspondent of the Swadesi [Barisal] of the 24th January makes 


1 . the following suggestions for the improvement of 
es ea schoolsin Bengal. the condition of the 41 schools in 
ngal:— | 


8 The stipends paid to the gurus should be increased in number. 

2 As regards the qualifications of the teachers, the Head Pandit 
should be required to have posses the. third year’s (traibarshik) 
examination, and the second Pandit should & required to be 
a teacher who has passed the final examination of the new 
system of training. For the third teacher, qualifications up 
to the Middle Vernacular or the Middle English Examination 

(3) I the esterhod ae hool,” th nr 

n the attac ractising school,” the course o chi uld | 
elevated froin Shanda lV to Standard vi Wann 

(4) The pay of the teachers should be improved and their service made 
pensionable. Also there should be a re system of 
e promoting the junior teachers to the Head Pandit- 
ships. . ae 

(5) The text-books which the gurus should be required to study should 
not be the same as those for boys below the age of fifteen. 
In their second year of training more difficult books should 
be prescribed for them than now. At present the course is t 


same as that for the Middle Vernacular Examination. 
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36. The Sandhya [Calcutta } of the 26th January c 
oti pee 9 the authorities have made certain fixed ruli 
The Text-Book Committee. regarding the preparation of text-books for vernn- 
cular schools in Bengal, these rules are not observed in actual practice. The 
books of those authors are selected who possess influence with the members or 
the Secretary of the Text- Book Committee. Instances have occurred where 
the work of an author of established reputation, which has been favourably 
reviewed by competent independent critics, has not found favour with the 
members ob the Committee and has been rejected in favour of a second 
work; quite full of mistakes in language and grammar, | 

This question demands an enquiry at the hands of the Director of Public 
Instruction. He personally is known to be above reproach in this oonneotion. 
Indeed, he carries his independence so far as to have refused on one occasion 
to include a text-book, prepared by one of his assistants, in the list of approved 
books, lest the public. might suspect. him of undue favouritism. : 

It is understood that there is a rule requiring any text-book which has 
undergone revisal to be re- approved by the Committee before its name can’ 
again appear on the list of approved books. But certain cases are alleged to 
have occurred: where this rule has been set at naught. 3 

Finally, in cases where u book requires alterations in the opinion of the 
Committee before it can get thir approval, it is desirable that the author 
should be supplied with detailed guidance regarding the nature of the alterations: 
suggested. Otherwise with mere general instructions, cases have occurred 
where, though changes have been made, they have not been exactly of the 
nature required, and the book had had consequently again to be rejected. 


37. The Hitavadi 8 of the 27th 7 rong writes as pty sere 
t is rumoured that many ple are making 
The Ranchi College Fund. unexpectedly big donations to the. Ranchi College 
Fund, and that many others are even contracting debts to subscribe to it. 
What shall we say to those who are subscribing beyond their means, in spite of 
all the precautions taken by the Lieutenant- Governor to prevent official eulm 
in the matter? 


38. A correspondent writing to the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 29th 
January reports from Bhola that the house of the 


* oc eet incendiarism Head-Master of the local High School was burned 


down onthe 3rd Magh last. It is said that the 

Head-Master suspects certain of his students who were unsuccessful at the 

annual examinations this year to be at the bottom of this crime. Rumour has 

it that these lads had the assistance of a gang of gundas, and, further, that they 
were incited by some of their teachers also. 

39. A correspondent of the same paper says that since the publication of 


re the complaint about the sale of Sahitya Pustak.in 
pe mney of booksellers in Dacca (see Report on Native. Papers for 2lst 
aph 82) the publishers of the book 


acca. 
N January, 


are saying to all intending purchasers that they have not got it in stock, so 
that students are not getting it now. Again, purchasers of C. R. Wilson's 
History are being compelled to buy notes on it also. 

40. Referring to the recent publication of the list of successful candidates 

4 complaint against the office f 4 * —— * 4 er e 7 — 
' mee OF gion the same r says wo. different lists 
Dore een ge he ee supplied — it at different times for publication 

rar ee nin its columns. But that it appeared that the name 
of certain students which had appeared in the first list had been omitted from 
the second and those of others substituted. It is desirable that the Divisional 
Inspector of Schools should explain to the public the meaning of such substitu- 
suspicion, and this instance has only strengthened existing e The 
W should explain who was responsible for r the first’ list, and 
under whose orders the changes in the second list were * 


41. In announcing the destruetion by fire of some three to tour hundred 


„ tech. e en estan) ., bouses in the neighbourhood of the High English 
n ir agate, : 2 6 Schocl building at N i 


complains that though 


nspector of Schools has long been under public 


Netaiganj in Narayanganj, the 
same paper remarks that most of the: destroyed 


Sampara, 
Jan. 26th, 1905. 


HiTavaDI, 
Jan. 27th, 1905. 


Dacoa PRAEAS, 
Jan. 29th, 1905. 


Dacca Prakas, 


Dacca Praxas. 


Dacca vn kas, 
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SANDHYA, 
Jan. 29th, 1905. 


SamMvaD PRABHAKAR, — 


Jan. 20th, 1905. 


Hicwrkau HrraisEHl, 


Jan. let, 1905, 


PaBNa HITAISBI, 


Jan, 25th, 1905. 


J ASORAR, 


Jan. 25th, 1905. 


J ASOCBAR, 


houses were houses of ill-fame, and that 

seize this opportunity to make a 

again rising up in the neighbourhoo 
42 
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the local educated community should 
eT effort to prevent such houses from 


of the school chaste’ 1 1 
hya Calcutta] of the 29th January speaks of the 
ee gee n of the Caleutta Sanskrit College. 
The Sanskrit College, Calcutta. or many years no student of the college has 
passsed the M. A. examination in the First Division and won the distinction of 
Sastri. Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri has been unable to effect any improvement 
of the college. It is believed that this decline of Sanskrit learnin is due 
to the fact that M. A.’s in Sanskrit are not generally favoured with nag 

in the Education Department, However that may be, an inquiry sho d be 
instituted into the matter. : 12 

43. Referring to the allegation that the recent election of the provisional 
Syndicate of the Calcutta University has been 
illegal, the Samvad Prabhakar [Calcutta] of the 
| 30th January says that this is nothing to be 
wondered at. When the leaders of the University are known to make mistakes 
in even small matters, when their chief business has been to introduce into 
schools a sort of nasty Bengali imported from England under the name of 
educational improvement, when driven out from England the Kindergarten 
system has found support in India, and when mistakes have almost become a 
fashion in the University examination papers, no wonder that an illegal 
proceeding should have occurred through mistake. | 


The election of the provisional 
Syndicate. 


(e) Local Self- Gorernment and Municipal Administration. 


44. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 21st January takes exception 
to the manner in which the Septic Tanks Commis- 
sion has disposed of the objection raised by 
Hindus that from the point of view of their religion it isan abomination to 
allow sewage to flow into the Ganges, and to the Commission’s proposal that for 
the present the liquefied sewage of septic tanks may be allowed to flow into the 
Tolly’s Nulla. Englishmen nowadays show a tendency to belittle the Hindu 
religion. The Lieutenant-Governor is, however, requested to reconsider the 
matter. : | 

45. The Pabna Hitaishi (Pabna) of the 25th Jan complains that 
the banks of the local stream Ichhamati are used 
: by washermen as a place in which to wash soiled 
clothes and that the waste water finds its way into the river and pollutes the 
whole supply. As the water of this stream is used largely by the people 
resident on its banks for drinking purposes, it is suggested tbat the local police 
should station a constable to prevent such pollution in future. Attention is 
also called to the growth of a particular weed in the river which, it is said, is 
having a deleterious effect on the health of the local public using its water. 

46. The Jasohar (Jessore] of the 25th January draws attention to the 
1 of cholera in the villages of Dongahata, 


arekhali, Maguradanga, Gardan Balokati, — 
&c., under the thana of Kesabpur in J essore. It is pointed out. that properly 


qualified medical assistance is not easily available in these villages, and a 
prayer is made to Government for succour in this respect. © 
47, The same paper complains that the site on which the subdivisional 
The town of Jhenida in Jessore. town of Jhenida is situated is full of holes and 
excavations. The local residents are always 
suffering from malaria. The charitable dis nsary is constantly thron by 
a crowd seeking medicines and relief. The vakils, amla, mukhtars, all suffer 
more or less. The Deputy Magistrates and Munsifs are frequently compelled 
to take leave of absence. ‘The condition of the school is deplorable. There is 
no Municipality and the whole town is full of jungle — refuse of all sorts. 
There are no restrictions about committing nuisance in any and every place. 
At vad close of the rains, a poisonous gas is given off from these holes, which 
9 2 pone * — No * eatables are available, fish is scarce, 
: „ even. of a good quality cannot always be had. appeal is. 
made.to the local authorities to cause + holes to 4 filled i W 


The septic tanks question. 


A ease of river pollution. 


Cholera in Jessore. 
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48. The dyoti [Chittagong] of the 26th January 
yo e dein of the local District Board to make a 


writes disapproving of 


Jrort, 
Jan. 26th 1904. 


A District Board’s subsdy to nt of Rs. 175 to the steamer service between 
0 eT Chittagong and Cox’s Bazar maintained by Messrs. 


Turner, Morrison & Co. It is pointed out that since a steamer service was 
originally started some five years ago by Messrs. M. David & Co., it has 


received a subsidy of Rs, 325 from the Government. Since then, the earnings 


of the service have been steadily increasing, and now instead of only one 
small steamer there are two plying regularly, and both yielding handsome 
profits. So the question which should have now received consideration was 
not the advisability of any fresh aid from the public funds, but that of 
stopping the original subsidy altogether. eae 
49, The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 27th January publishes a 
letter alleged to have been signed by certain 
Allegations against the — A. respectable local inhabitants against the Chairman 
of the Debhatis Municipality in of the Debhatta Municipality in Khulna, The 
| allegations made in this letter appear to be as 
below :— 3 oot 
(1) That the Chairman has arbitrarily interfered with an assessment list 
prepared after careful consideration by three of the Municipal 
Commissioners. | | 
(2) That this action of his called forth the protest of certain Commis- 
sioners, but that the fact of this protest has not been noticed 
in the record of proceedings which the Chairman has prepared. 


Howeag HrralisH, 
Jan 27th, 1905. 


(3) That at a meeting of the Commissioners on the 14th January last 


held to discuss the budget, one of the Commissioners proposed 
an adjournment, and he with a few of his supporters left the 
meeting hall for a few minutes to prepare a written formal 
notice of this motion. That the Chairman took advantage of 
this absence to carry the budget through, and make a record to 


that effect in the proceedings. That the absentee Commissioners — 


suspect that this was a pre-arranged affair, because the proceed- 
ings cannot have been recorded in the short time that the 
Commissioners were away from the meeting, and, further, because 


the er appear to have been written in a hand different 


from that of the Chairman himself. 


50. The Hitavadi en of the 27th January writes as follows:- 
: : Dr. Hazra of Sambhu Nath Pandit’s Hospital 
Dr. Hazra of Sambhu Nath 


Pandit’s Hospital at Bhowanipore. 


Surgeon of Alipore, are now trying to explain 
away the charges we have brought against them as malicious. We would 
request the authorities to enquire if the facts we have given and the evidence 


we have cited are not true. Had Dr. Hazra been innocent he would never 


have sought through others to persuade us to be silent about his doings. 
Attempt is now being made to support Dr. Hazra on the testimonials given 
by some of the local medical practitioners, and for this purpose he has sub- 
mitted a petition endorsed by them to the authorities. But medical praoti- 
tioners of such repute in the locality as Dr. Behari Lal Basu, Dr. Adyanath 
Basu, Dr. Giris Chandra De and others have not affixed their names to the 
petition, and one of those doctors who signed it has afterwards told us that 
his signature was given with the greatest reluctance. SN 

We charged Dr. Hazra with the practice of purchasing the hospital etores 
from one Dr. Girindra Babu’s dispensary. It is rumoured that in reply to 
this charge Dr. Hazra has said that it was only on occasions of emergency that 
tuch purchases were made. But do emergencies arise for the purchase of 
glass syringes, thermometers, rubber tubes, etc.? Two thermometers and two 
glass syringes were bought on the 4th August 1904, two syringes and one 
thermometer on the 7th, and some rubber tubes on the 9th of the same month. 
And every one of these articles was bought from Girindra Babu’s shop. Why 
is this Girindra Babu engaged to apply chloroform in the hospital? A 
correspondent named Bholanath Ray of No. 20, Gopal * Lane, 
Kalighat, writes as follows about Girindra Babu: —“ Babu Amrita Lal 


at Bhowanipore, and Dr. Browne, the Civil 


HITAVvADl, 
Jan. 27th, 1905. 
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t+. +. an agent of the Mercantile Insurance Company. He had my 
— e done by Dr. Caddy. A few days after I received a letter 
from the ingurance: office ‘that my life would not be accepted by it. A few 
days after this again Babu J. N. Ghosal had me examined 1 r. Girindra 
Nath Mukherji, and this time I received a letter that my life been ‘accept: 
ed. I sent my premium and received my policy. Afterwards I was ob 
by: earnest entreaties to have my policy relapsed because of the difference 
between the results of the medical examination made by Dr. Caddy and 
Dr. Girindra Nath Mukherji.” A little enquiry into the circumstances. of 
this case will bring many things about Girindra Babu to light. Again, 
Babu Hem Mohan Ray of No. 8, Gopalnagar Road, writes that his father- 
in-law, Nafar Chandra Patra, had to pay Rs. 10 to Dr. Hazra for getting one 
Babu Haridas Mandal admitted into the hospital. 
51. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 27th January writes :— ae 
Sir Andrew Fraser recently published a 
resolution in the Gazette in praise of the services: 
of the municipal: executive in Calcutta. The few 
oid and experienced Commissioners who as members of the “Special 
Committee” reported adversely upon their work were themselves indirectly 
censured by His Honour, and the municipal executive vindicated. But a 
recent case cog omy Pal bersus Corporation of Calcutta) in the High Court 
has evoked from the Chief Justice and two of his colleagues a fresh. pronounce- 
ment on this subject, and we are anxious to know what Sir Andrew Fraser 
has to say to their decision. His Honour did not hesitate to attribute motives 
to the Commissioners who formed the Special Committee, accusing them of 
fault-finding and jealousy. Are the utterances of Sir Francis Maclean also to 
be regarded as equally worthless and actuated by similar motives? 

52. Referring to the stricture passed by the Calcutta High Court on the 
Calcutta Municipality in the course of a recent 
judgment, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th 
January says:— 

Some time ago the Lieutenant-Governor gave a certificate of praise to the 
municipal authorities of Calcutta. Now that the High Court has recorded its 
Opinion of them, we anxiously await any explanation which His Honour may 
offer on the subject. 

53. Referring to the case in appeal of Babu Shyama Charan Das versus 

The Calcutta Municipality ond 1 3 1 5 1 
eee en end Ok: the January observes. that of late the 
FF n 
hi ch Oourt has also been amazed to see the manner is 
which the Calcutta Municipality is wasting its money collected from the rate- 
payers of Calcutta. If it had any feeling for the money, it would not have 
spent it in such a reckless. manner. The learned Judges have remarked in 
their judgment that it was unfair on the part of the Municipality to spend. 
the people's money in such an ere way. Our Lieutenant-Governor had 
2 led the doings of such a Municipa ity. Let us see what His Honour has to 

y now. | 
51. The Samay [Calcutta] of the 27th January writes: 


„The 5 of Calcutta has long been 
in the air, but as yet nothing practical appears to 
have been done. It is reported that the proposals 
of the Indian Government have all been adopted by the Secretary of State and 
that they will soon be made public. Curiously enough, the public, for whose 
benefit the proposals were avowedly made, have been all along kept completely: 
in the dark regarding their nature. As a result of our past experience of 
Lord Curzon’s poliey, any suggestion of any improvement of the lot of natives 
a, agg om meer Fat ag) gr is apt to create feelings of alarm in their 

minds. ey wou e glad to see this questi 1 at 
Calcutta quietly settled. . . R e 5 
55. The Nava Fug N he me 28th January says that the manner.in 
„ Which the Calcutta Municipality is carrying on the 

1 carr on 
lca CC in reform of the bustees in the ani pe ad 
with inconvenience to both the tenants who 


The Chief Justice on the 
Calcutta Municpality. 


The High Court on the Culcutta 
Municipality. 


The Calcutta improvement 
scheme. 
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inhabit them and their landlords. The Municipality is opening out drains and 
thorougfares within the ‘bustees, but the poor people whom these measures 
necessarily make houseless are not allowed sufficient time to find out new 
houses and adequate compensation is not paid to them. The landlords also do 


not receive full price for the lands which the Municipality takes for purposes of 


constructing drains aud thoroughfures. ae 23 RG RS 
56. The Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 28th January, in noticing the 
The plague in Caloutta. recent increase in the plague figures in Calcutta, 

affected by the disease every year are Jorabagan, Fulbagan, Posta, Koloatola. 

etc., the municipal authorities should look betimes to the sanitation of these 


arts. 
N 57. The Sandhya (Caleutta j of the 29th January says that the Calcutta 


The Calca’ta Municipality. ment in respect of his house, Rai Saheb Gopal 
Chandra Chatterji moved the Sealdah Small Cause Court in the matter. The 
Municipality, b-ut on maintaining its ei, made large expenses in engeging 
pleaders and calling non-official witnesses, etc.. but was afterwards defeated. 
This is a case which supports the stricture recently passed by the High Court 
on the Municipality, : 

58. Al.Punch [ Bankipur | of the 31st December complains that although 

aria, Se Wahi ind lague cases are daily increasing in the Patna 

a ee city and its suburbs, no steps are being taken by 

the local Municipality to check its virulence or to improve the bad sanitation of 

the town. ‘The practice of burning sulphur, which was carried on for some 
time, has been discontinued. | 


(st) - Questions affecting the land. 


59. ‘The Daily Hitavadi | Calcutta] of the Ist February says that parwanas 

for realisation of costs have been served on those 
‘zamindars of the Sonthal Parganas whose zamind- 
daris were surveyed and settled within the last few years. It is known from 
these p «rwanas that the costs could be paid in four instalments in 1902, 1005, 
1904 and 1905, the last instalment having bven due on or before the 28th 
January 1995. But so long the zamindars knew nothing of these arrangements 
nor of the amounts of the costs which they have now to pay, the settlement 
authorities having neglected to give them any notice or information in the 
matter. “Fhe prrwanas referred to above were issued from the settlement office 
on the 21st January 1905, and in many cases they did not reach the zamindars 
betore the 30th. The hardship which will be caused to the zamindars in 
having to pay the costs in one instalment is easily conceivable. ‘The attention 
of the author@ies is drawn to the matter. 


A settlement complaint 


(9)—Ratlways aad communications, including cauals and irrigation, 


60. A correspondent of the Aitavarta [Calcutta] of the 22nd January 


complains that the litigants, of Kurhani in 
Muzaffarpur suffer great inconvenience in conse- 
quence of the Bengal North-Western Railway day up and down trains rot 
stopping at the Kurhani station. The matter has often been brought to the 
notice of the Traffic Manager of the Bengal North-Western Railway, but no 
steps have yet been taken by him in the matter. 
61. The Jasshar [Jessore] of the 25th 4 N sa 
At present for. e from Jessore or ulna 
met ,, Satkhira is by steamer from Jhikar- 
gachi Ghat railway station to Patkelghata steamer station. There remuin four 
miles more to be traversed between Patkelghata and Satkhira. And as there is 
only a tutcha road here, this journey has perforce to be done on foot. The 
District Board should make;this road pucca, so as to make it practicable for 
vehicular traffic and easier for Pedestrians. is oe, 


A railway complaint. 


‘points out that as the quarters of the city most 


Municipality having made an‘unduly high assess- 
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the Kbulna ghat. The cause of this is supposed to 
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Khulna) of the 26th January says that on the 1 «th 
si ee 1 0 Siew the steamer of the Khulna-Barisal line left 
A steamer complaint. back a large number of eae and parcels at 
that day. Wan nad. 
ich position was on board the steamer that day. Was not the 
. in this relation unlawful? The attention of the 
ities is drawn to the matter. 1 
. ‘Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 27th January, in continuing its 
complaints about the mismangement of the Howrab- 
The Howrah-Amta Light Amta Light Railway, reports two successive cases of 
Railway. l 8 5 ghey 
N derailment of trains on this line. The first accident 
took place on the 8th January last near Howrah Ghat, and the second on the 
16th, 8 Amta and Islampur stations. These repea'ed derailments, it is 
urged, point to a bad state either of the railway lines or of the carriage wheels. 
The carriages on this line do not appear to have undergone the thorough 
overhauling once a year which carriages on other railway lines do. 
64. Babu Alok Nath Nyabhusan, retired senior Teacher of Grammar, 
Government Sanskrit College, Calcutta, writing to 
An allegation against # Station the Daily Hitavadi (Calcutta) of the 27th January, 
0 makes the following complaint. It appears that 
the Pandit was travelling from Burdwan to Calcutta on the night of the 8th 
January last, on his way back from Cossim Bazar. At Trishbig station, a 
fellow- passenger robbed the Pandit of a bag he was carrying, and the Pandit 
left his compartment to give chase to the thief. In his haste he left behind him, 
among other things, a valuable pair of shawls, worth about Rs. 2, 500. Before 
he could re- enter his carriage the train left the platform. He immediately went 
to the office of the Station Master of Trisbigha to wire to the next station to 
detain his goods. But the station-master shut the door of his office on his face, 
and opened it after some ten minutes, when the wire was too late to do 
any good. 
5 65. The Uluberia Darpan [ Uluberia] of the 28th January complains that 
5 eee e the rates charged for the use of canal water in 
I — Oirele. eo Widnspore the Midnapore Irrigation Circle are excessively 
| high. In the case of a lease for the supply of 
water for five years, the price charged is a rupee and a half per acre per year. 
And in the case of a lease fora year only, the price is three rupees per acre. 
In the absence of a formal lease, five rupees have to be paid for every acre. 
An appeal is made to Government for a reduction in these rates. 7 
66. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 29th January complains that 
reports against the booking-clerk at Dolaiganj 
a a inint against a booking. station bave been lately getting frequent. It is 
alleged that on the 24th January last, an old man, 
who wished to travel to Joydebpur by the 4-20 afternoon train, could not get 
bis ticket in time through the negligence of this officer, and that in conse- 
quence, the poor fellow had to wait for the next train seven hours on the 
open platform ! : | 


67. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 29th Janua y complains that 
P 


8 eince the Ist January last, the lighting arrange- 
oe n ments on the No. 14 down 100 3 er train 

on the East Indian n been far from satisfactory. On that day, 
when this train reached Chandernagore station, all the intermediate class 


compartments were f. und involved in utter darkness. The lights had gone 
out soon after the train had left Chinsura station. | | 


68. Referring to the allegations against Babu Surendra Nath Das, 
Complaints against a toll-collector, toll eollector at Jalirpara ere in paragraph 31 
: of the Report on Native Papers in ngal for the 

week ending the 24th December 1904), the Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 
20th January remarks that the authorities do not yet appear to have taken 


any steps to inquire into the truth or otherwise of the allegations made, and 


that the reasons for such inaction are best known to themselves. 


69. The same paper points out that the Taltala khal in Vikrampur 


| having gradually silted up, i eae: 
The proposed re- having gradually silted up, its re-excavation would 
khal te hee Dacc — 1 improve both the local eee and water- 


supply. The District Board has hitherto turned a 


( 107 ) 
deaf ear to all petitions on this subject, but a local talukdar having now come 
forward with an offer to undertake the re-excavation at his own cost, a hope is 
expressed that the Board will now make ‘no difficulty about granting the 
ecessa rmission. Be 3 
70. The Sandhya [Caloutta] of the 20th January. is glad that under 
3 orders from the Lieutenant-Governor, ' the Kharag- 
A railway outrage case. =» bur police in the Midnapore district bas bestirred 
itself in the case in which a firtagi ticket-collector of the Kharagpur railway 
station committed outrage on a woman named Haripriya Dasi. Hearty 
thanks are due to His Honour for this noble act, ae ** 
71. The Hindi Bangarasi [Calcutta of the 30th January having learnt 
from the Amrita Bosar Patria that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal have directed the Inspector of 
Police of Sankarpur to enquire into the Midnapore railway outrage case, approves 
of the action of the Bengal Government and remarks that suppression of such 
cases is very keenly felt, and evil-minded men are encouraged to commit such 
crimes. e 
72. Referring to the irrigation works to be executed by the Punjab 
3 Government during the next nine years, the 
Irrigation in the N. Hindi Bangavas: [Calcutta] of the 30th January 
observes that there ia no doubt about the scheme being a gigantic one, but the 
question is how far it would benefit the country. Ss ee ae 

73. The Daily Aitavad | Calcutta) of the 3lst January says that the 
| | quarters which have been constructed at the Lilua 
station on the East Indian Railway for native 
railway employés have been pronounced by medical 
men as unfit for habitation.” And it is said that the employés inhabiting 
these quarters will have to pay a ninth part of their salaries as house rent. 
The attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 

74. A correspondent of the same paper says that the running of engines 
and trains on the Barasat-Basirhat Light Railway 
is attended with danger to the large traffic on 
the Kalinath Munshi Road through which the railway passes. On the 13th. 
January last, the horses of a hackney-carriage bolted at the sight of an engine 
and the carriage was thrown down. The passengers within were all badly ton 


5 * 


A railway outrege case, 


The native railway officers’ 
quarters at Lilua. : 


A railway complaint. 


whilst a young son of Babu Taraknath Sinha, Municipal Commissioner and 
Head-Muster of the Gustia School, was severely wounded. The other pas- 
sengers in the carriage were Babu Braja Mohan Mitra, a Government pensioner 
and an inhabitant of the Nalkunda village, and a number of little boys. 
Stmilar accidents also happened to Babus Bipin Bihari Mukherji and Mahendra 
Nath Sinha, of the d 

drawn to the matter. 


(h) — General. 


75. In reference to the opinion of the late Sir John Woodburn on the com- 
| pPetitive examination for the provincial services, the 
competitive eraalantim., » d. Hitavarta (Calcutta) of the 8th January says that 
2 8 ay 5 perha the who e thing Was the prod uet of 
Mr. Buckland’s brains, who was then the Chief Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, and, owing to the severe illness of Sir John Woodburn, was practically 
the supreme head of the administration. But now Sir Andrew Fraser is laying 
the blame at the door of his predecessor. __ ee ee 
76. Commenting on ae rape 6 given by the ye ble ey Carlyle 
= on behalf of Government to the several questions 
1 put in the Bengal Legislative 8 on the 
28th January last by the Hon'ble Babu Nalin Bihary Sarkar regarding the 
Fore ant Saban nate Civil Services, the Sandhya (Calcutta] of the let 
The 8 is that the abolition af the competitive examination was due to 
one special motive on the part of Government. The authorities have not been 
able to prove by any arguments that the competitive examinations. were 
unnecessary, We cannot understand why Sir A. Fraser did not even wait 
for any general o 


2 


deciding upon the abolition of the examination. 


rders on this subject from the Government of India before 
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. ing to Lord Curzon's statement in his speech delivered on the 
e ee ocexsion of the farewell douse to Sir Edward 
Lord Curzon’s 77 on the Law that during his (Sir Edward Law’s) time there 
5 2185 has been an ei af in Ag Pe ig pene nes os of 
savings, the Hitarerta Calcutta] of t ad January observes 
2 — 4 had, instead of being spent in sending different Missions, 
been employed by His Excelleney in promoting the well-being of the 
people, we could have joined bim in this expression of his satisfaction. But 
since there is no improvement in the ma’erial condition of the poopie. who 
though relieved of some taxes:have their blood sucked in other ways, how can 
the pile of money make us feel happy? A parrot may feel pleasure in speing 
fruit on a mangoe tree, but what pleasure can he feel when he sees u dbael tree 
bearing fruit? 1 f 
78. The Tirpura Hitaishi [ Comilla] of the 24th January writes :— 


5 The sale of opium was placed under severe 
Government's excise polioy. restrictions in Formosa as soon as that island 
passed into the possession of Japan. In consequence of these restrictions the 
e of that island are gradually giving up the bad habit of opium- smoking. 
hat a contrast this to the policy of the Britieh Government in India! Here 
in our country Government is always making active efforts to further the sale 
of liquor, ganja, opium, etc. How very eager our Christian rulers are to 
increase the income of the Exeise Department! Are these the men who are 
said to be the models for the civilised world of the present day? 


79. The Sandhya [Calcutta] cf the 27th January writes :— 


—— Aas i It is reported that Government intends tekin 

18 0 an important step in the direction of excise reform 
in Bengal. Recently a European officer (Major Bedford) has been deputed 
to report on the quality of the country - made liquor supply, and a Government 
Resolution dealing with this question will be issued after the receipt of Major 
Bedford’s report. The principal object of Government is to reduce the 
of outstills in Bengal. And special care will be taken to see that an improved 
8 of liquor is produced at these outsills in future. The reduction in 
t 


e number of outsills will be a real boonto the country. We trust Government 
will make no unnecessary delay in this reform. 


80. A correspondent of the Hitav.di [Calcutta] of the 27th Januarv says 
3 that a petition signed by nearly 100 respeotable 


inhabitants of Amta in the Howrah district has 
been submitted to the District Magistrate for changing the site of the wine- 


shop in the village, The Magistrate has sent the petition to the Excise Deputy 
Collector of Howrah for enquiry. It is, however, rumoured that the head Clerk 
of the Deputy Collector’s office is against the change prayed fur. ‘The Deputy 
Collector is therefore asked to enquire into the case himself and grant the 
petition of the respectable inhabitarts of the village. 


81. It is rumoured, says the Barisal Hitaishi i Darton of the 25th J anuary, 
— that Mr. Beatson-Bell, the Settlement Officer of 


Barisal, will soon be appointed Director of Land 
Records and Agriculture. 


. Mr. Bell’s work in the Backergunge district.and 
= * of all questions relating to land make him eminently fit 
or the post. 


82. Continuing on the er of the proposed partition of Midnapore (last 
Th 3 . noticed in paragraph 27 of the Report on Native 
, partition of nid. Papers in Bengal for the week ending the 14th Jau- 


„ the Medins Bandh idnapore} of t 
25th January draws heute, , ni Bandhav (Midnapore} of the 


the inconvenience which will be caused by the 

suggested transfer of the Dantan, Naraingarh and Sabang thanas, 1 
the sadar subdivision, as a new separate subdivision to the new Contai district. 
at : pointed out that the establishment of subordinate Oriminal Courts at Dantan 
course prove a convenience to the public of Dantan and Naraingarh. 

But to the péople of the Sa thana, Midnapore is more easy of 4 
Dantan would be. 8o much for the subordinate Courts. As regards the seat 
of the superior Courts from all these three places, Midnapore is much easier 
— ao than Contai would be. It is true that there is a road throu; 
ataspur and Egra to Conti, but this road jis quite unfit for travelling: ri 
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major part of the year, specially during the rains, when the whole Sabang 
pargana wears the appearance of a large lake. 
83. The Howrah Hitateht [Howrah] of the 27th January writes:— 


bit bas been arranged that the Viceroy goes 


Lord Curzon’s forthcoming visit jn the early part of February to Assam on a 
a : . <  ghooting trip. Nowadays the very suggestion of 
any 5 being an object of the Viceroy’s visit creates alarm in the public 
mind, * 

‘oct is to be found from the example of His Excellency’s late tour in the 
Pana Gul People are afraid that in the present case, the objects of the 
shoot will not be wild animal so much as the people of Bengal. The impression 
is daily gaining ground that this visit 1s connected with the proposed partition 
of Bengal, that as last year about this time, the districts to be separated were 
visited, so this year, the districts to which: the separated ‘districts are intended 
to be joined, will be the object of the visit. 

84. Referring to the forthcoming visit of Lord Curzon to Assam on a 
shooting expedition, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] of 

Lord  Ourzon’s forthcoming the 28th January remarks :— ee a 
ee We do not know whether connected with this 
shooting expedition, there is a § idea of any local inquiry in connection with 
the proposed partition of Bengal. But at any rate this visit furnishes an 
opportunity for such an inquiry. Many people credit the Viceroy with suffi- 
cient — to see at a glance whether Bengal can be made to agree 
with Assam or not. 88 F 

85. The Hitavad ne the 27th January writes as follows: 

| rd Kitchener's scheme of army reform in 

Lord Kitchener's army reform India, in which it is proposed among other things 
“gee ee to give neo gf training of a high’ order to’ native 
sepoys along with European soldiers and -officers, is viewed with distrust and 
suspicion in some quarters. The Times of London is confident that His 


Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will not do anything without mature 


consideration. Though very good soldiers, the sepoys are still illiterate and 
they are more than twice in number of white soldiers in India. In this state 
of things it is considered necessary that special notice should be taken of 

their nationality, caste, character, etc., before it is sought to train them up 
in the higher branches of military seience. _ . 

The English are bent on army reform in India for fear of Russia, but still 
they are unable to trust the sepoys implicitly, Is good work possible under 
the circumstances? Besides this, it does not speak well for the nobility of 
the English character to distrust. the sepoys, who are ever ready to lay down 
their lives in the service of their sovereign in any 2 of the world. 1 

86. Referring to the remarks of a correspondent of the Tines of London 
upon Lord -Kitchener’s army reform scheme 
warning him against the. evil consequences which 
may follow the education of the native army, 
the Bharat Mitra /Calontte of the 28th: January observes that while on one 
hand. the fear of Russia's advance towards India is compelling England to 
improve the Indian army, the white man’s distrust of the fidelity of the 
coloured races is:dissuading him from adopting. such a course on the. other. 
How is this dilemma going to be solved ? | 5 

87. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta } of the 20th January 
1 speaks highly of Mr. Egerton, the District Magis- 
Balasore trie = Magistrate of trate of Balasore, whose indefatigable energy in 
| promoting the welfare of his people has been the 
source of many a good work in the district. His constant desire to soothe 
8 comfort his people in their mistortunes makes him a jewel of the service 
e adorns. : | 
88. The Basumats n of the 28th January writes— | 
The attached to several law courts 


The Indian Army reform 
echeme. 


toi Cred oak shia * in Bengal have petitioned the High. Court in a 

body for an increase in their salaries. The six 
or eight rupees which is all their present pay is not enough. to keep one man 
going, far less to support a family. This is the view of sympathetic people 


The warrant for such a suspicious state of the public mind on this 
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urge that the High Court ought to consider the case of the petitioners 
22 We also “sures in that view. There is a large surplus left every 
year in the proceeds from the court-fees and part of this surplus may be 
utilised in granting an increase of salary to the peons. At the same time 
we desire to point out that if the lot of these peons is hard, that of the amie is 
harder still. It is well known that there are few peons in Bengal who do not 


earn at least twenty rupees per month, And yet a clerk on the same twen 


rupees is expected to adopt a respectable style of living, to move in respectable 
society, to spend more than his income warrants on the education of his sons 
and on the marriage of his daughters, and generally to discharge every social 
obligation. Under such circumstances, who is the better object of charity? 
We expect the Judges of the High Court to consider all these claims sympathe- 
tically. It is certainly not just that because the overworked, dumb and 
hopeless clerks of the mufassal courts did not openly approach the Judges 
with their tale of woe, therefore their case should be overlooked. 
89. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 29th January notices a 
rumour that it is under the consideration of 
The 1 of a Government to remove the office of the Commis- 
e sioner of Burdwan, now located at Chinsura, to 
Burdwan. The paper remarks that the public are still ignorant of the amount 
of truth underlying this rumour, but already an influential petition is being 
got up among the local public againt the proposal of removal. Reference is 
then made to the repeated changes of location which this office has undergone 
in the past, viz., in 1880 and in 1897, and it is pointed out that these shiftings 
mean the waste of a good deal of the public money, besides interference 
with the vested interests of certain vakils, landlords, etc. It is further claimed 
that the existing quarters for the office at Chinsura are much better than any 
that would be available at Burdwan. The existing Commissioner’s bungalow 
has a fine road running along the river-bank on its west. ‘lhis road formed 
the best promenade for the morning and evening walks of the townspeople, 
but it has been closed to them for the convenience of the Commissioner. Such 
a sacrifice should not be allowed to go in vain. 


IIT.—LEGIsLaATIon. 


90. The Sanjivani Ly ot the 26th January writes :— 

5 e rejoiced when we heard that Government 

. of immoral traffic meditated legislation to put a stop to immoral 
traffic in girls und afford protection to the unpro- 

tected victims of the traffic. No official declaration has yet been made on the 
subject, but we understand that though the question is still under consideration, 
Government has, for the present, abandoned all idea of legislating on it. 
Seeing that the native public themselves do not display any eagerness to purify 
the moral atmosphere of their own society, we cannot seriously blame Govern- 
ment for any of its shortcomings in this connection. But all the same, even if 
society refuses to recognise its responsibilities in this matter, it is the duty of 
Government, as the last resort, to take on itself the duty of protecting the 
moral life of a section of its subjects. If there be any serious obstacle to 


‘legislation, at any rate some stringent regulations might be framed which will 


check the evil complained of at least partially. Government is morally bound 
to protect unprotected girls from a lite of immorality. And it cannot con- 
scientiously repudiate this obligation. 


91. The Nava Tug Calcutta] of the 28th January says that legislation 


Sele oft 3 is necessary for the prevention of indiscriminate 

. 1 use of cigarettes in India. The manufacturers of 
this baneful commodity are sb owing extraordinary activity in promoting its 
sale, and putting all sorts of temptations in the way of its purchasers, 


92. The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 31st January says that some sort of 


oe 5 legislation is necessary to prevent the use of 
Fo nga wn ee ee cigarettes by young 8 in India. In South 
Australia an Act has been passed for a similar 


cm) 


1V.—NaATIVE STATES. 


92, The Samivani Ve of the 26th January writes:— 15 
. ‘he Maharaja of Jaipur is now on a visit to 
The visits of native princes to Calcutta. The Maharajas of Gwalior, Mysore, 
— Benares and the Rao of Kutch are expected to follow. 
Nobody knows why these visits are being paid. But a good many rumours 
are afloat on this subject. Some people declare that as pecuniary assistance is 
to be sought from these Princes toward the defence of India, they have been 
invited to Calcutta. If this impression be unfounded, Government ought 
to say 80. 2 N ge | 
94. In reference to the extention of service alleged to have been granted 
: by the Nizam’s Government to bis Finance Minister, 
The alleged extension of Mr. Ir. Baker, the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 28th 
n January says that some of Mr. Baker's proposals 
were not approved by the Nizam’s Government, as, had those proposals been 
given effect to, there would have been by this time no State treasury in the 
Nizam’s dominion, coinage and currency would have disappeared, and its postal 
department amalgamated with that of the Government of India. Mr. Baker's 
proposals were that the State money should be deposited with the Bank of 
Bengal, that Government of India coins should obtain currency in the 
Nizam's dominion, and that its postal department should be abolished. 
95. With reference to the Indian Empire Exhibition in the Whitechapel 
art gallery and the picture of the Udaipur Darbar of 
1855, the same paper has the following :— 
Nowadays the period of the minority of a native Chief is availed of by 
Governmeat for obtaining certain honours and privileges during the administra- 
tion of the State. During the minority of His Highness the Maharana Sajjun 
Singh of Udaipur, a Council of Regency was formed to carry on the work of the 
‘State with the Political Agent as its President. When making over the State 
to the Maharana on his attaining majority, the State papers show that the 
Government made him agree to stop the manufacture of salt in Udaipur. 
Similarly, his predecessor was made to transfer to the Government portions 
of his territory for the construction of railways. These rights. were obtained 
at a time when both the Chiefs were only 19 years of age and had no moral 
courage to give their independent opinion or to consult with others in the 
matter. Udaipur is not the only State which has met this fate. On inquiry 
it will be found that similar has been the case with some other native States 
also, Almost all the native States, big or small, have been deprived of some 
privilege or other in this way. 


Condition of the native States. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


96. The Tripura Hitaishi [ Comilla] of the 24th January writes:— — 

Sir Henry Cotton was formerly Chief Commis- 
sioner of Assam, and is now engaged in political 
agitation having for its object the good of India. 
He recently vitited Gauhati. The officials did not meet him, The students 
even were forbidden to see him. Even in Calcutta whenever a sitting of the 
Congress is held in the metropolis, a notice is issued forbidding the officials 
from taking any part in that movement. Compared with the gloom of Assam, 
some light is noticeable in Calcutta. But it is in Bombay that the largest 
measure of liberty is to be found. The presence of Judges and Magistrates 
is freely permitted at the Bombay Congresses and the Government does not 
rebuke such officers for showing that amount of interest in this movement. 
How great the difference between Assam and Calcutta on one side and 
Bombay on the other! But it is in Assam that the most barbarous system of 
bureaucratic rule prevails. What will be the lot of East Bengal if it comes 
to be united with such a province? me | 

97. Referring to the article by Mr. S. Mitra of Hyderabad in a recent 

English „ number of the Calcutta Review, headed Caleta 


Government’s attitude towards 
the Congress in different provinces. 


or Divine dispensation,” the Sandhya [Calcutta] of 
the 26th Janusry remarks that in this article Mr. Mitra has defend 
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English Government from the charges of tyranny and want of sympathy. 
These charges are of course false, but there is a general impression abroad that 
the English do not undertake to govern a country well unless there is a chance 
of their getting some return out of it. Is this impression also false? ' 

98. The Howrah Hitatshs {Howrah | of the 27th January, referring to the 

/ fact that the delegates who attended the late 

Lord Curzon and the delegates Conference of the Indian Chambers of Commerce 

rhe cae y smclelga Indian at Calcutta were entertained at dinner by the 
: Viceroy, remarks :— : ht 

We are not of course sorry or dissatisfied at this exchange of courtesies 
between the delegates and the Viceroy. But our satisfaction would indeed 
have been unalloyed if the President and delegates of the 1 had been 
the recipients of even a hundredth part of similar courtesies and attention and 
encouragement. The public has not yet been able to forget Lord Curzon's 
treatment of Sir H. Cotton. Will the equality-mongers now pause and value 
their status correctly? N , 

99. The Sandhya | Calcutta] of the 28th January, referring to the 

. in India, statistics of plague recently quoted in an issue 

n by its writer on Indian 
affairs, remarks : — 

If the writer had possessed the least insight or if he had not been utterly 
blinded by a desire to glorify a Government directed by people of his own 
race and party, he would then have understood the true cause of this heavy 
mortality. Who can show any other country on earth which equals India 
in the number of its subjects killed by malarious fever and cholera? Can 
the Times writer point to any heavy mortality caused by such epidemics in 
Europe within the past century which can equal India? Diseases prevail in 
every country, but countries possessing material prosperity can offer a resist- 
ance to their spread, which poverty-stricken countries cannot. It is for this 
reason that India enjoys a pre-eminence over all other countries on earth 
in the number of its deaths from epidemic diseases, and that such epidemics 
have come here to be regarded as everyday occurrences. 

100. The Bharat Mitra Calcutta] of the 28th January is glad to 

announce that Her Excellency Lady Curzon has 
Tad Ourszon expected in completely recovered from her illness and that she 
is coming out to India with her children shortly. 


Uriya Papers. 1 


101. The Uriya and Nava Samvad [ Balasore} of the 18th January says 
Rainfall in Balasore that there was good rain in that town in the last 
week and that rainy weather still prevails. 

3 ee 102. The same paper states that a meteoric 

pe posnomencn light of uncommon intensity was seen in Balasore 
on the 17th instant. | 

103. According to the same paper, a slight earthquake was felt in 

ae area 2 2 ae 17th instant, which lasted for about 

104. The same paper is glad to learn that the minor Raja of Pal Labara 

The minor Raja of Pal Lahara, Promises to be a good ruler, and suggests that the 


1 1 young prince should now learn State business 
under the direction of a competent instructor. 


105. The Samvad Vahika e of the 19th January reports that 


The rainfall. cloulds were visible and slight rain fell in the last 


_ week, and that this rainfall, though beneficial to 
the rabi crop, interferes with the threshing of paddy. 


106. The same paper states that mango blossoms have not yet been seen 


eens Wisse. in sufficient quantities and that this is due to: fog 
and occasional fall of rain. 


107. The Garjatbasini [ Talcher] of the 21st January states that good 
The rainfall in Talcher. showers of rain fell in Talcher in the last week 


and that this rain proved helpful to cultivation 


Work. 


( Us ) 


108. Phe same paper. states thet some heads of gnttle were killed 


— 
“a 


Cattle killed by hailstones. 


„ 


> 
~ 
3 2 


in Dhenkanal, and to realise municipal rates from 
ee ofs theresidents of that town. The writer is, however, 
Manictpality at Phan aware of the opposition that this 1 has 
brought about in that State. The residents of Dhenkanal have laid their objec- 


tions against the above peeporsl: before the Manager of that State. 
„0 


110. Referring to the a 
Tributary Mahals, Orissa, inviting candidates to 


3 * > 1 apply for the post of his Sarishtadar which 


shale, Orisan. fallen vacant, the Utkaldipitu (Cuttack) of the 


Qist January observes that the claims of the 


ministerial officers serving in the office of the Commissioner and the Superin- 

tendent should be duly considered, specially as those officers have no other 
prospects of promotion. ge! ied 

111. The same en Ker a oman 1 oe the yn 

1 nion Conference has been eatablis at Brah- 

The Utkal Union Oonference. manighati Bahalda in the May urbhanj State. 

112. The same paper states that on the 17th instant, while one Sam 


Babu Jyotis Chandra Acharya, engaged in compromising a criminal case in the 
Oe Cuttack Collectorate A near the Court of 
the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Jyotis Chandra Acharya, some noise was made by 
somebod which annoyed the Deputy Magistrate who called for Sam Behara 
and fined him Rs. 10 on the evidence of his own peon. The writer observes 
that such a procedure was quite unjustifiable, as a simple executive order was 
quite enough for the purpose, and hopes that the higher authorities will take 
note of the fact and prohibit a repetition of the error in the future. 

113. The same paper approves of the remarks made by the Gaekwar 

1 ee ee gg of Baroda in his speech delivered in the Social 
— 8 4 4 — in ene Conference held in connection with the late 
: Bombay Congress, and in commending them to the 
Indian public, advises them to soften the rigour of the caste system and 
introduce desirable reforms in Indian society. 

114. Referring to the proposal to effect certain improvements in the 
sanitary condition of the Puri town by increasing 
pute Proposed pilgrim-tax at the lodging house rate or by imposing a capitation 
ä rate on the pilgrims, the same paper is sorry to 
find that the idea of imposing a pilgrim-tax has not yet been e e by 
Government, though it has met with opposition from all quarters, and suggests 
that the sanitary improvements should. be effected by the help of the Lodging. 
house Fund as at present constituted. 


115, The same paper is glad to learn that the young and intelligent 


Chief of Talcher is engaged in introducing reforms 

Heforms in the Talcher State. and in effecting improvements that may ultimately 

result in bringing about a revolution in the social and economic condition of 
the people of that State. . 

116. Commenting on the rules for admission of candidates to the Bihar 

. School of Engineering, the same paper condemns 

PR A N, + En gern the treatment accorded by Government to the 

dente. n ©" Bengalis domiciled in Bihar and points out that 

the attitute of Government towards them throws 

much light on its attitude towards the Bengalis domiciled in Orissa, whom 

it is not the desire of the authorities to treat in the same way as the Uriyas, 

e the question of the distribution of publio patronage comes to the 

front. 

117. The same paper is quite satisfied with the good results achieved by 

The Postal Department, . the Postal Department in the year 1905-1904, and 

| 2 2 observes that this Department of Government 

stands unrivalled for the satisfactory service it rendera to the public, The 


in Talcher on the night of the lech 
109. The same. popes speores of the proposal to create a Municipality 
in 


notioe issued by the Superintendent of the 


Behara, an inhabitant of the Cuttack town, was 


Gamma, 
Jan. 26th 1906, 


Ganter 


UTKALDIPixa, 
Jan. 2ist 1906, 


UTKaLDIPIKA. 


UTKALDIPIKA. 


. r 


UTKALDIPIKa. 


UTEALDIFIKA, 


UTRALDIPEKA, © | 5 


UrkaTDirI 4. 


Urra. 


e* 
5. * : 
= | Nr 
— * 
* P 
‘ 8 
. 


UTE ALDIPIKA. 


UtgabpDirixa. 


ran Of UTKAL, 
Jan. Slst 1905, 


Stan oF Ur AL. 


( 114 ) | 


peculiar to Bengal and which, being an 
lished at once. we 1 4 

to note that not one of the candidates 
the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, 
M. A. examination of the Calcutta 


imposition of the dak cess, which is 
ob 


ectionable impost, should be abo 

118. The same paper 18 sorry 

‘The 8 College in the a ° 

last M. Le tion. . assed the 

. t of light showers of rain i 

. The same paper reports that on account of lig wer ain in 

ia ay de the last week, the cold has abated a little and that 

The weather. the weather is a little stormy. The Puri corres- 

pondent of the same paper makes a similar statement with regard to the 

weather in that district, and says that the general health of the Puri town is 

ood. : 

6 120. The correspondent of the same paper writes to say that many 

pilgrims from the United Provinces are visiting 

The Makara Sankranti festival the Puri town, that the number of pilgrims in the 

weet last Makara Sankranti festival was about 25,000, 

and that the ceremonies connected with that festival were celebrated in due 
time without any hitch or hinderance. : 

121. The Star of Utkal | Cuttack] of the 2lst January makes unfavour- 

) able comments on the excessive attention that was 

— 1 to Sir Henry Cotton during his late visit to 

ndia. ) 

122. The same paper makes a suggestion to the effect that should 

Agricultural banks in Orissa, Mr. Gourlay, who is now touring in Orissa with a 

view to open agricultural banks, succeed in per- 

suading the bank authorities to work on the 85 nciple now followed in Sumatra, 

he would not only make the banks successful, but would give an impetus to the 

improvement and expansion of agriculture in India. 
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1.—Forziax Porrrics. 
130. The Bengals writes that the second Tibetan Blue-book which has 


| just been published discloses how 1 antly Sir 
The eet cis Younghusband has disobeyed the express 
instructions of the Home Government in regard to the amount of the idemnity 
yable by the Tibetans and the period over which it was to be spread. The 
Bae Government bad distinctly laid down that the amount of the indemnity 
should be a moderate one and in any case not to exceed what the Tibetans 
could pay in three years. Sir Francis Younghusband, however, exacted the 
exceedingly exorbitant idenmity of a crore of rupees which was to be paid in 
75 years, during which time British troops were to occupy the Chumbi 
Valley, and when Mr. Brodrick objected to the Lhassa convention on the 
ound that it contravened his explicit instructions, Sir Francis Yo usband 
Fad the impudence to reply that any alteration would “ confuse” the Tibetans ! 
Is it conceivable that the reduction of the demand to 25 lakhs would have 
4 confused” the Tibetans? They are not eo very unenlightened as all that! 
Sir Francis further submitted that any modification would defeat the object of 
the Mission, but the Secretary of State was not to be mollified and replied 
that he could not accept a situation which had been created solely by the 
disobedience of the orders of Government by its own representative, The 
Government of India attempted to come to his rescue but failed. The journal 
does not remember any other instance when such severe language appeared in 
an official document, except it be when Lord Northbrook was censured by 
Lord ey for refusing to abolish the duties on cotton goods imported into 
India. The former resented this treatment and resigned. It is left to be seen 
whether an Bog rege will be tendered in the present case. 
131. The Hindoo Patriot writes that the Tibetan affair which has already 
re come in for so much adverse criticism is completely 
| cw: stultified by the publication of the Blue-book. 
But now comes the question, what is to be done with the “treaty”? The text 
has been published, but the terms are different from what Mr. Brodrick insisted 
on! Further, it has still to be ratified by the Chinese Government, and the 
' jmplacability of the Home Government gives them the loophole von bce 
Thus Mr. Brodrick has acted unwisely in publishing the Tibetan Blue-book, as 
the disclosures it makes accentuate before an amused world the fact that what is 
termed a ‘dependency’ of Great Britain can, in the hands of a mere Viceroy, 


have its will in 22 to that of Cabinet Ministers. | 
132. The Indian Mirror writes that the Government of India could not 


wi have been over] oyed at the publication of the 

Tibetan Blue-book, for it is nothing more ig 

plame does not rest with Sir Francis Younghusband who was acting under 
instructions. Mr, Brodrick’s chagrin at the turn which the Tibetan embroglio 


serious indictment against Lord Curzon’s administration, as it is clear that 


has taken is quite justifiable when it is considered that he consented to the 


despatch of an expedition on the distinct understanding that there was to be no 


attempt at territorial acquisition. He promised as much to the Opposition and 
he naturally enough feels sore at being stultified in this way. e journal, 
however, is glad that the Blue-book has heen published, but wonders. whether 


there is any ulterior political object in publishing it. 3 
133. As far as the interests at ndia Lea conceal, wei — — 
‘ance. ae asar Patrika, there are two ways of forcing the 
n hands of the “imperialists” in the British Empire, 
One is to appeal to the good sense of the millions in England and the other to enliet 
the I er es of the Colonies. The Boer war has taught England to respect 
the lonies and hence the e of the Inperialists is to develop the 
military spirit in all the dependencies, especially in Canada, and to so implicate 
them in the military system of the F 8s that they will rusk to the assistance 
of the Home Government on the outbreak of war.” If they had tried to wit 
over India in this way, instead of keeping her at arm's length, it would 
have benefited the Empire generally. very effort should, therefore, be 
made to enlist the sympathies of the ſeading colonists on India’s behalf. a 
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„The Amrita Basar Patrika agrees with the author of The unveili 

8 1 of Lhassa that the Tibetan 1 232 

The Tibetan Expedition. outoome of . greed, curiosity, and vague panic” 
and last, but not least—ambition. Lord Curzon wished to.emulate his distin- 
guished predecessor, Lord Dufferin, by still further extending the boundaries 
of the Empire, and His Excellency thought that if he opened up hitherto 
unexplored Tibet, he would not only raise himself to the level of a Clive or a 
Hastings but also benefit India largely. Little, however, did he know what 
this ambition would cost the defenceless and simple-minded Tibetans. 
Thousands of inoffensive, unarmed or at best ill- armed men were mowed down 
by disciplined troops, simply because they tried to defend their homes and 
hearths! Here was all the brutality of war, and none of the glory and incentive, 
This is the spectacle presented to the civilised world by the ‘l'ibetan Expedition, 
and who knows that Lord Curzon would not now prefer to have been born a 
plain, obscure man. 


136, The Bengales remembers that in his despatch dated the 5th August 
5 Mr. Brodrick informed the Government o 

Mr. Brodriok a inconsistency. = India that the Tibetan, question must not be viewed 
from an exclusively Indian standpoint, and that it was necessary for them to 
carry out the instructions of the Home Government, who have more imme- 
diately before them the interests of the Empire as a whole.” Thus 
Mr. Brodrick does not presume to divest the Tibetan Expedition of its imperial 
character, but nevertheless when the question of cost erises, India has to bear 
the whole brunt. This is neither consistent nor just, and Mr. Brodrick stands 
condemned on his own words. 


IIl.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


186. The Indian Empire brings the following case of police oppression to 
the notice of His Excellency the Viceroy. On the 
8th August last, two constables of the Penukonda 
police came to the house of a cart driver at about 8 p.m., and asked him if he 
would hire his cart to the District Superintendent of Police. The man replied 
that he hadjalready been engaged by the Tahsildar, who was going into camp, 
but this did not satisfy the constables, who told him to accompany them to the 
police-station where he could explain matters tothe Head-Constable. The carter 
was unwilling to do this, but he was literally dragged there and when he told the 
Head-Constable (since dead) of his inability to hire his cart, the latter gave 
him a slap and ordered him to be put in the lock-up. To justify their high- 
handedness, the constables made out that the driver was drunk and accordingly 
charged him next day under the Nuisance Act. In due course, however, the 
constables were themselves put on their trial before the Sessions Judge of 
Bellary, who found them guilty under sections 220 and 352, Indian Penal Code, 

and sentenced them to three months’ rigorous imprisonment each. r 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


1387. The Amrita * patie ee in accordance 2 1 
3 i enders Act which is in existence in an 

A First Offenders Act for Indie. every consideration is shown to a man pa has 
committed an offence for the first time, an Indian in a similar position in his 
own country is treated with no such leniency, and no circumstance whatever is 
regarded as a ae er of the offence. The journal, however, is glad that 
Mr. Kingsford, the Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, has departed 
from these unworthy traditions in a recent case in which a Brahmin widow 
was charged with theft. In her confession she stated that her poverty and the 
fact that she had to provide for her infant child, urged her on to the offenee. 
She pleaded for mercy and the Magistrate ene directed her to execute 
a bond for Rs. 50 to be on good behaviour for one year: In the interests of 
humanity the Howard Association, under the leadership of Mr. Tellaghy 
induced the authorities to introduce the First Offenders Act in England, and 


big ew * Andrew Fraser, as a pious Christian gentleman, take the initiativg 
dia N 


Police oppression. 


2 21 


„ 
138. Referring. to the clamouring of the Anglo - Indian Press for the ian Num. 


3 separation of the judicial and executive functions on n . 100. 
44 f the dismal failure of the Rolt prosecution, the hoe aiid 
Indian Empire writes that there are numerous such cases occurring daily in which 

the victims are respectable Indians. The following is a case which recently 
occurred in Amritsar. Mr. Sims, the ee, who was judge, 
accuser, and jury all rolled into one, convicted Mr. Karmhya Lal, a well Know. 
pleader, under section 6 of Act I of 1890, for supposed cruelty to his horse and 
sentenced him to pay a fine of Rs. 50. Th Sessions Judge upheld the conyic- 
tion and an appeal was prefered to the Punjab Chief Court. The prosecution 
was so weak that the Public P yr did not appear to support it, and the 
Judge had no hesitation in setting aside the conviction and reprimanding the 
Deputy Commissioner for not following the procedure laid down in sections 
190 and 191, Criminal Procedure Code, and for omission to hear evidence. 
The above is typical of what is occurring every day, and as Lord Curzon is } 
anxious to reform the administration of the country, the Empire brings this | | 
case to his notice in the hope that His Excellency will realise that of all a 
reforms the separation of the judicial and executive functions is the one most | : ie 
urgently needed for the safety of the people. : : 0 a 


(d)—Education, : | lt 
139. Referring to the unedifying : dispute that is going on between the Amara Basson 2 . 


Fellows of the “ reformed” Universities over the hcg et 


sa, en the University legality of the Provisional Syndicate, the Amrita 
* Bazar Patrika considers that the oppositionists : 
should not have decided to await the decision of the Bombay High Court in z 
the same matter, but filed a suit in the Calcutta High Court, as indeed, it 
would be very 5 the verdict of the former were an adverse one. 
But does it really matter whether the Syndicate is appointed by the Senate or 
by its Faculties? The Government have a standing majority in the Senate, 
and if the suit were decided in favour of the plaintiffs, the Provisional Syndicate, | 
which is condemned as illegal, could easily be re-elected. It is thus a meaning~ 1 
less and purposeless fight on the part of the independent members. The i 
journal repeats that those who so fiercely opposed the passing of the Universi- 
ties Act should not have allowed themselves to be elected or nominated as 
Fellows and advises them to resign in a body, as their opposition can never 
weight in an official-ridden Senate. | ee 
140. The Bengalee writes that by urging that the election of the Frovi- nales, 
ä woe sional Syndicate had been confirmed by the whole _ 1st Feb, 1906. 
„ Senate, inasmuch as the names of members 
elected were, before the election was recorded, submitted to the Senate for 
approval, Mr. Pedler in no way met the point raised by Sir Guru Das Banerjee 
at the last meeting. In fact, Mr, Pedler’s contention is substantially incorrect, 
for what he did as Vice-Chancellor was, after each Faculty had separ 
elected its representatives, to announce to the Senate, which was still sitting, 
that the ten gentlemen chosen would compose the Syndicate—an entirely 
different proposition indeed. Moreover the whole Senate was not sitting, 
several members having left after they had recorded their votes at the sittings — 
of the various Faculties to which they belonged. Then, again, the meetings 
of the Faculties did not represent a meeting of the Senate, for the en- aſtato 
Fellows who are members of the Senate were not included in the Faculties and 1. 
accordingly did not attend. It was, therefore, not a meeting of the entire > iw 
Senate, and even if the Faculties confirmed the election, the Senate cannot be : 5 ih 
said to have taken part in the business, aince a distinct element of the Senate, ) sie 
the er. bio members, were not present. V | 
141. The Bengales writes that in the Bombay University case, the High Nau, 
The Bombay University oss. | COUrt did not consider it n ry to issue an ad . 1906. 
„„ interim injunction, as the Ad vooate - General gave 
an undertaking that pending the decision of the High Court, the Provisional 
Syndicate would not transact any other business save the bare routine work. a 
nder the circum stances, the journal 18 ‘of opinion that the Senate of the me 
Galeutta University would do well to defer the consideration of the ame 


question until the Bombay High Court has delivered judgment, 
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what they should be. In certain wade the exertionjand vigilance on the partof 


C48 ) 


(Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
142. Here is another instance, writes the Bengalee, of the way in which 
| the rate-payers’ money is wasted in ill-advised 
n — litigation. It appears the Municipal Assessors 

ent assessed a house in Beniapooker at a figure to which the owner 
objected on the ground of its being too high. His objection was overrul 
and he carried the matter into Court, with the result that the valuation in 
respect of the buildings was rejected while the valuation in ae re of the land 


De 


‘was upheld, The Corporation, however, were not satisfied and they sought to 


.* 6 Pe 


justify their assessment before the High Court. The hearing , lasted five 
days and quite an army of Assessors, Assistant Assessors, Supervisors, and 
Overseers were cited as witnesses, and in addition, the services of an ex 


‘were retained at no small cost to the Corporation. It reflects no discredit 


on the Assessors’ Department if in certain cases they make incorrect valuatio 
so that there was sboclutel no reason for carrying on a protracted suit, an 
‘a Municipal Executive by the Chief Justice, for 
needlessly wasting rate-payers’ money was fully merited. 3 
143. Reis and Rayyet writes that it is evident that the bacteriological 
ee examination of the water of the river Hooghly is 
Coptic tanks. not ‘favourable to the discharge of the effluents 
from the septic tanks. Microbes may, as stated by the Committee, have 
largely disappeared in the immediate neighbourhood of the Pulta intake, which 
supplies the people in and sround Calcutta with water, but this does not 
dispose of the pollution of the river generally. What about the Howrah intake 
near Mahesh? Indirectly the Committee admits that near the flow of the 
effluents, the water vontains innumerable pathogenic micro-organism, which in 
running streams of water are diluted or destroyed in large numbers, but which 
a furiously in the vicinity of churs or high alluvial deposits. The river 
near Hooghly, Halisahar, Chinsura, Chandernagore, and Mahesh presents 
such conditions, and as some of these intakes are above Pulta and some below, 
it is clear that the people of those places will suffer. If the dangerous micro- 
organisms are not totally destroyed in the filtering beds at Pulta, Caloutta 
must also be affected. The journal writes that the entire septic tank installa- 
tion bas been condemned and the unqualified opposition of Dr. Oook to the 
existing state of things must have the support of all reasonable men. 20 
144, Truth draws the attention of the Howrah District Board to the 
condition of the road leading to Gangadharpur. 


be to the Howrah District This road is intersected by several canals and 


the bridges erected over the latter are, during the 
rains, very dangerous to vehicular traffic, judging from the numerous 
accidents that have occurred. The journal suggests that the approaches to 
these bridges should be boarded and every precaution taken to prevent 
carnages from being overturned in ditches when the former roll back owing 
to the heavy incline of the bridges during the rains. 53 
145. The Indian Nation dra ws the attention of the Municipality to the 
wick a ta condition of Ward No. 19, which is worse then 
, ee that of an African village. The metalled roads 
have not been repaired for several years, while the ku(cha roads are broken 
up and become quite impaseable during the rains. The lighting, too, is 
extremely defective and, to crown all, there is the perpetual slaughter- house 
and hide godown nuisance. The sooner this scandal is removed the better 
for the good name of the Corporation. : Aan | Ee LOMO 
146. The Bengals writes et while fee construction of several additions” 
0 Sowkhanas bas done much to improve 15 
onservancy improvement. conservancy of the town, | things are not exactly 


the overseers have, no doubt, been productive of so but the journal is 
conyineed that unless the — evener cartmen are “bronght cater ae control 
of these overseers, the work will never be satisfactorily performed, ‘The 

will not be overlooked in the impending 


„ Patrika’s Arrah correspondent writes that in 
* of the Resolution 2 the Government. of 


gal on the subject, absolutely no attention i- 


The Arrah Municipality. 


1 


ing paid to the insanitary condition of the town, although plague is claiming 
— victims daily. The refuse is not removed regularly and the roads 
are left in total darkness at night, thus facilitating the operations of thieves and 
dacoits. Instead of looking to the interests of the rate-payers and the public 
health, the Municipality is engaged in a series of civil suits the majority of 
which are decided against it. It is thus apparent to everybody that public 
money is being unnecessarily homer and it is time that some responsible 
ity put a stop to the vagaries that are going on. | 1255 
re 148. Phe gr nee Bazar Patrika writes that as much of the disease eo 
3 ) revalent in India to due to the drinking of un- grad Feb. 1905. 
Purification of drinking water.  holesome water, it is tifying to learn that 
measures are being taken to purify dirty tanks. The Tanjore Municipality 
have purified a tank the dimensions of which are 900 feet long, 125 feet wide, 
and 8 feet deep, by means of copper sulphate. Fifty pounds of this substance 
were put in a sack and tied to a ferry which traversed the tank three times. 
The contents of the bag dissolved in as many hours. On the first day the 
colour of the water was slightly changed and scum formed on the surface which 
‘disappeared entirely in 48 hours, leaving the water quite clear. The journal 
is strongly of opinion that the experiment should be tried by the Municipalities 
throughout Bengal. 


(g)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. : 


149. The Bengalke writes that the proposal to dispense with the services 3 
of signallers on the Eastern Bengal State Railway, 
The Eastern Bengal State Bail. whose duties will henceforth devolve on the station- 
beac | masters and other assistants, is open to grave objec- 
tion, as the latter are already overburdened with work, being required to perform 
the duties of goods clerks, tally-clerks, and booking clerks in addition to their 
own. The journal urges that the recent Machpara collision was solely due to the 
absence of a signaller at that station, and warns the railway authorities that it 
is i penny-wise and pound-foolish policy to practise economy at the expense of 
efficiency. 
150. The Bengalee aio: that Ras Oudh Fg oe dan 
authorities have opened an Enqui ce at 
Wann enen, re Baar. fail to Ge ak aon advant- 
age to passengers. The officer in charge promptly answers all enquiries 
regarding the timings, fares, etc., and to enhance the usefulness of this office 
it has been equipped with a splendid railway map of India and time-sheets of 
all the Indian railways. This is not the first time that the management of the 
Oudh and Rohilkund Railway has deserved and won the gratitude of the 
1 and it is to be hoped that their example will be followed by other lines 
in India. e Han : 
151. Referring to the 22 mate = pone by wy ae Chief 
ecretary to the Government of Bengal regardin 
The | i 2 Baruipur assault case, the Te N that 
there is absolutely no doubt that Lieutenant Ford committed an offence under 
section 121 of the Indian Railways Act, nevertheless the case was not sent 
up for trial because it was proved that the porter and the pointsman were 
not in uniform at the time they were struck and that there was nothing to 
show that they were railway employés, hence no offence under section 121 
was committed.” The jo refrains from discussing the legal aspect of 
this question for the present, but brings Lieutenant Ford’s impetuous conduct 
to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief. It is argued that 
the former saw his servant “ struggling in the hands of five men and in order 
to rescue him he struck at these men.“ Is this the right thing to have done 
when he was completely ignorant as to the cause of the altercation, and is 
such conduct in consonance with His Excellency’s express orders to the Army? 
The Telegraph holds that Lieutenant Ford has disgraced his uniform and 
should be made an example of. 
152. The Bengalee Seals the . eee shown by the Eastern 288 A 
w a tate Railway authorities in issuing week. 1 Feb. 1 
maa" return concession ond return W tickets to passengers on 


their line, is most praiseworthy and will be highly 
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appreciated by the public. The journal hopes that the East Indian Railway 


23 no excuse for adhering to a less liberal policy. 


BsnxcaLgg, 
Srd Feb. 1905. 


BuxdaLxx, 
28th Jan. 1905. 


EAST, 


29th Jan, 1905, 


BENGALEB, 


lst Feb, 1905. 


BENGALRE, 
Ist Feb. 1905. 


BENGALES, 


27th Jan. 1905. 
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( 50 ) 


grant a similar eoncession, as the action of the State Railway 


Bengalse reports that last Saturday a party of Naval volunteers, 

e tp . on their way to Diamond Harbour, alighted 
conduct on the part at every station beyond Goria and are — 5 to 
n have misconducted themselves most grossly by 
snatching away articles belonging to the other passengers, spitting upon 
ple, and looting the sweetmeat vendors’ shops at Sonarpur and Baruipur. 
ese are very serious allegations and call for the immediate attention of 


Government. 


Im 


(h)— General. 


154. If contradictions are the distinguishing features of a genius, writes 
| „ the Bengalee, Lord Curzon has an undisputed claim 
“ Who talked about precedents?” to being considered one. Replying to Sir Henry 
Cotton’s letter asking to be allowed to present a copy of the resolutions 
personally, His Excellency wrote that he was “naturally reluctant to adopt 
a course which would not only be at variance with that — by the who 
of his predecessors, but would undoubtedly create a precedent which some or 
other of his successors might not desire to follow.” Contrast these words 
with the appointment of Sir Herbert Thirkell White, Chief Judge of the 
Rangoon Chief Court, to the Lieutenant-Governorship of Burma in succession 
to Sir Hugh Barnes. It is true that the new Lieutenant-Governor is the 
senior and most suitable man for that high office and, as such, there can 
absolutely be no objection to his appointment, but how is the independence of 
the higher judiciary to be secured if Chief Court Judges are always to be 
keeping an eye on high administrative appointments? Thus a most objection- 
able precedent has been created, and the least Lord Curzon can do now is to 
appoint a member of the legal profession to be Chief Judge, as this would 
ensure the precedent he has created from being followed. 

155. East writes Mr. Savage is entitled to the lasting gratitude of the 
people, as the rules and regulations issued by him 
in connection with the remodelling of the pancha- 
yets are calculated to train the village communities in the necessary art of 
self-government. In order that this efficient scheme might work well in 
practice, the journal requests Mr. Savage to personally see that his orders are 


The new panchayet system. 


faithfully carried out, and above all to be sure that the Presidents of the 


panchayets are honest and capable men who will be able to command the 
confidence of the villagers. . 

156. The Bengalee writes that the manner in which appointments as 
Honorary Magistrates are made in the mufussal 
forms the subject of persistent complaint. Several 
regard their appointments merely as a source of 
income and the journal believes it is no exaggeration to say that.there are many 
Honorary Magistrate, who have no ostensible means of livelihood! The 
situation has been still further aggravated by the recent ostracism of lawyers 
from the Honorary Benches and the substitution in their place of men who, 
in not a few cases, are absolutely unfit morally, socially, and intellectually, In 
this connection the Bengales asks if it is a fact that one of the Honorary 
Magistrates of Kalna is a tout by profession and whether he has enhanced his 
scale of fees as such since his appointment to the Honorary Bench. 5 

157. The Bengalee learns from an unimpeachable source that no Seal 
8 in connection with the proposed partition of Be 
10 e has yet been Nuten e offtciall 4 5 the Secretary 
ot State. It accordingly calls upon the leaders of the ae not to relax their 


opposition in the slightest degree; but, on th 5 
strenuous than ever. 18 Free; 5 e contrary, to make it more 


Honorary Magistrates in the 
mufassal, 


V1I.—MIscELLANEovs. 


158. The Bengalee writes that the rumour’ that a tunnel is to be 


A wail from Simla. constructed through Lower Bazar 7 Simla, has 
caused quite a consternation among the merchants 


tm) 


and traders of that locality, as it will not only ruin their business but lower the 


e of house-pro considerably. This is the chief market-place in Simla 
po * 2 se Ä and che cleats up of the shops cannot fail to cause 
them serious inconvenience. Moreover, the shop-keepers in their petition to 
the Lieutenant-Governor have suggested two other sites to neither of which 
any objection can be taken by anybody, the cost in one case being less than 
the Lower Bazar site. The Bengalee considers that the petitioners have made 
out a very good case, and submits that the rights and interests of the Indian 
shop-keepers should be as much respected by the authorities as those of the 
European shop-keepers. 5 

159. The Behar Herald writes that the state of things disclosed in the 

Ee: Excise Department Report for 1903-1904 is indeed 
Growth of intemperance in gloomy and should afford food for serious reflection 
5885 to social reformers in Bihar. It is stated in the 
report that there has been a marked increase in the consumption of intoxicants 
in Bihar and Chota Nagpur, and of the thirteen districts which show an 
increase of over Rs. 20,000 in their excise revenue, ten belong to Bihar, Saran 
heading the list with an increase of Rs. 45,904! The reasons assigned for 
this increase in consumption are, in the opinion of the journal, absolutel 
frivolous, and if the belief is actually gaining ground among the illiterate classes 
that liquor serves as a prophylactic against plague it should speedily be 
eradicated, as it is an utterly erroneous one, The Herald is glad to notice 
that there has been a decrease in the consumption of liquor in the Lower 


Provinces, aud hopes that the leaders in Bihar will emulate their Bengalee 


brethren and effect a reform in this direction. 

160. As the Government of Lord Curzon have done much in the way of 
preserving ancient memorials in this country, the 
Amrita Bazar Pairika brings to the notice of His 
Excellency the numerous works of public utility constructed by Raja Sitaram 
Roy, the last of the Hindu potentates of Bengal. It recommends that those 
that are deemed worthy of preservation should be departmentally cared for. 
One of the grandest works of the Raja was the sinking of wells and the 
construction of large tanks in areas where the scarcity of water was felt. Now 


Preservation of ancient works. 


as there is no matter in Bengal in which the 4 are more vitally interested 


than in the supply of good drinking water, the Government should keep these 
tanks, etc., in good order and so bring relief to a large section of the people. 

161. The Bengalee is glad Ae Mr. Arthur Sawtell proposes to found an 

i anti-Congress League in England, as it will serve 

A Proposed akt Congress Casas. the useful purpose of keeping Indian affairs well 

before the British Electorate. What is wanted is a discussion of India’s needs 


in England, and whether this consummation in brought about by the Congress 
or its opponents is a matter of the utmost indifference to Indian patriots. Good 
often comes out ofevil, and Mr. Sawtell’s is to be welcomed, though for reasons 
not exactly identical with those that have actuated its author. 
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